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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
ROBERT EARL OF NORTHINGTON, 
LORD PRESIDENT OF HIS MAJESTY" 
MOST HONOURABLE PRIVY COUNCIL, cc. ke. 


My LoRD, 


T HE clearing up the Character of the 
Lieutenant - Governour of this Iſland, 


from the many falſe, and malicious Aſper- 


ſions, ſo injuriouſly caſt upon it, being a 
Matter now referred to the Deciſion of that 
moſt honourable Council, wherein your Lord- 
ſhip, with ſo much Eminence, prefides ; 
-where could the Writer of the following 
Defence fo naturally apply to for Patronage, 
and Protection, as to the noble Preſident of 
that Board ? 


A 2 a 


DEDICATION. 


And this becauſe we have ſeen your Lord- 
ſhip, when ſeated at the great Tribunal of 
the Britiſh Nation, diſtributing Juſtice in 
that able, equal, eloquent, and impartial 
Manner, which few Lawyers can execute, 
and ſtill fewer Chancellors have been able to 
accompliſh. . 


But my principal and peculiar Reaſon for 
addreſſing myſelf to your Lordſhip at this 
Time is, becauſe when an innocent Character 
has been cruelly traduced 'and blackened by 
Knaves and Villains, we have heard your 


Lordſhip at the Bar pour forth that Torrent 
of Rhetoric and Truth, which has at once 


appalled and overwhelmedits guilty Accuſers, 


It were to be withed, my Lord, that the 
Perſons concerned in this infamous Proſecu- 
tion could be brought to receive ſuch a piere- 
| ing Rebuke, ſuch a Conviction of their Guilt, 
from your Lordſhip, as I have been deſcrib- 
ing, and from the ſame Tribunal: They 


would 


DEDICATION. 


would then probably feel, for the firſt Time, 
what Truth is. 


There can be no Suſpicion of Flattery in 
this Addreſs; as the Writer of it never had 
the Honour of being known to your Lord- 
ſhip, and is too far removed from your emi- 
nent Sphere of Life, even to flatter himſelf 

| oe: the A of it. 


1 am, my Lord, with the greateſt Reſpes, 
your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 


and moſt humble Servant, 


EDWARD CLARKE. 


© Minox ca, 
February 17, 1767. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


T O make the References ſhorter, I have 


numbered the Section, of the LiBEL, and 
have marked the Replies with the ſame 


Numbers. 
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D E F EN C E 
« OF FTHE 


LIEUTENANT- GOVERNOR 
O F 


THE ISLAND OF MINORCA. 


H AVING been an eye-witneſs of all that has 
| paſt in Minorca, ſince the firſt arrival of 
Colonel James Johnſton to command it, as lieu- 
tenant governor ; and having had better opportu- 
nities than moſt others of knowing the motives and 
rule of his conduct; and being fully convinced of 
the integrity and uprightneſs of it; I muſt own it 
has been with the utmoſt difficulty and ſelf-denial 
that I have been able to remain filent till now: 
ſtung as I was to ſee a man of the faireſt character, 
acting upon the principles of virtue and honour, 
of juſtice and religion, and of eſtabliſhed reputa- 
tion as an officer in the army, ſo cruelly, maliciouſly, 
and falſely loaded with the blackeſt calumnies and 


fouleſt ſlanders. 


Semper ego auditor tantum ? nunquamne reponan 
Vexatus toties ? 


B How- 


LY | 
However, I kept ſilence, and ſhould moſt pro- 
bably have continued ſo to do, had not the laſt 
packet from London brought me the libel annexed 
to this reply. Upon reading that, I immediately 
reſolved to endeavour to undeceive thoſe, who may 
poſſibly have been miſled by the falſe and mali- 
cious inſinuations of this anonymous writer; and 
to vindicate the integrity and honour of the lieu- 
tenant governor from the ſeveral aſperſions caſt 
upon it. I know the candor and impartiality of 
the judgment of the public, whea a plain and 
nuine narrative is to be balanced againſt the inſi- 
dious attacks of a /ibeller in the dark. Ang, during 
the courſe of this Defence, I flatter myſcff that the 
reader will allow me the common preciſion of a 
writer, and the veracity of a clergyman. © But vin- 
dicating the character of the preſent lieutenant 
governor is not the only view which engages me 
at this time; the gratitude I owe him would na- 
turally prompt. me thus far: my intention is to 
ſhew, if poſſible, to all thoſe field-officers, who 
may have the honour to ſucceed him in this com- 
mand, what ſort of people the iſlanders are, whom 
they are appointed to rule over; their diſpoſitions 
with regard to us; and to ſay no worſe, the inſi- 
dious, litigating ſpirit they are —_ of. When 
theſe particulars are ſet in a fair light, I think it 
will not be wondered at, that ſuch a people, as they 
are, ſhould fiy in the face of good order and go- 
vernment; and that the characters of the beſt of 
governcrs ſhould not be ſafe in the hands of thoſe, 
who have neither credit nor cnaracter of their own 


to Joie. Such, I am forry to ſay it, are many of 


the 


They began to forge the complaints againſt Col. Johnſ- 
ton ſoon aiter his arrival; and the perions who had the prin- 


Cipal 
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the Minorquins; and I will venture to affirm it of 
the whole of them, that are concerned in this in- 
famous proſecution, Not that I would be under- 
ſtood that all the Iſlanders are indiſcriminately of 
this caſt: ſome there arc, no doubr, very honeſt, 
and very worthy men. The virtues of mankind 
are the growth of no particular country of climate; 
nor indeed religion, except the Chriſtian. But the 
worſt of it is, that theſe good Minorquins are ex- 
tremely few; and what is ſtill mote unfortunate 
have not the ſway, are not the managers and 
agents for the reſt. Beſides, extraordinary as ic 
may ſce'® it is nevertheleſs a certain fact, that. 
the people here, who have maſt influence, are not 
thoſe (as in England) of the firſt rank, of the firit 
property, and the beſt education; but a tinker, a 

oemaker, a barber, a ſhop-keeper, a petty-fog- 
ging notary, or an half-ſtarved attorney, ſhall be 
the great leaders, the publick demagogues in 
council, the vox populi, and the hidden ſprings of 
thoſe ſecret movements, which traverſe governs 


ment, and occaſion moſt of our embroils here “. 
When 
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cipal hand in them, were the moſt aſſiduous in their reſpes 
to him, expreſſing their approbation of his conduct in terms 
the moſt obſequious and complacent, as Who ſo good as 
Colonel Johniton ? What ſo happy as Minorca ?”* So ill was 
this language adapted to the circumſtances of an e peo- 
ple, that he could not ſo much as ſuſpect they had the leaſt 
ren, to complain of. Nor did he diſcover that they 
ad actually exhibited complaints againft him, till thoſe very 
complaints were ſent from England. 

*The following inſtance may ſerve as a ſpecimen of the 
truth of this aſſertion.— When I was ſecretary to Liente- 
nant Colonel Wren, in the year 1764, who then occaſionally 
commanded, ſome officers, garriſoned at Fornelles, made a 
complaint to the Colonel, that they could get neither wood 
nor oil. The Colonel upon this ſummoned to Mahon the 
Zarats, and council of 4iaior, whole obligation it was to _ 
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When the Iſlanders, in the year 1765, began 
to be apprehenſive, that the complaints againſt 
the Lieutenant-Governor (knowing how unjuſt 
and falſe they were) would not be made good, 
they ſent out a ſyndic to London to ſupport them. 
By his Majeſty's expreſs order, now in force, 
whenever a ,/yndic is choſen, he is ordered to be a 
man of character, property and probity among 
his countrymen : and indeed the propriety and 
wiſdom of this royal order ſpeaks foratielf. When 
therefore they choſe this laſt fyndic, they pitched 
upon, above all the reſt, the preſent Mr. Pons, a 
retainer to the law, a man, who had for many 


niſh theſe contributions; and begged to know their reaſons 
for refaſing what was abſolutely neceſſary for his Majeſty's 
ſervice, They replied, that ever ſince Governor Kane's time, 
they never had ſupplied more than three officers, and there- 
fore they could not be obliged to do more now. In anſwer 


"to this, the Colonel bid me tell them, that formerly it had 


been the practice to place one company there of the Englih 
eſtabliſhment; but that ſince the arrival of two Iriſh regi- 
nents to compleat this garriſon, they had been obliged, as 
the Iriſb companies were weaker, to ſend tere to Fornelles, 
inſtead of one, which was formerly ſent : that this diſpoſition 


made the number. of men much the ſame, though it unfor- 


tunately dvu'lea that of the officers. But however, as this 
was now a circumſtance that could not be helped, and 
that his Majeſty's officers, let them be ſtationed where they 
would in this iſland, muſt have their fre and lamp, he was 
obliged, as commander in chief, to inſiſt upon their furniſh- 
ing 1t without any diſpute. On hearing this, they all made 


a low bow, and very politely told the Colonel, by me their 


interpreter, that they had the greateſt loyalty and affection 
pollible for his Majeſty ; a very particular regard and eſteem 


for the Colonel, as commander in chief: but, as to the oil 


and wood in queſtion, they would never furniſh them as long 
as they lived. 

N. B. The magiftrates of Mimrca are called Jurats, i. e. 
jurati magiſtratus, from their being /# 02 at their firſt en- 
trance on their office. Three of theſe are annually choſen 
tom each diſtcit, 5 
years. 


LY 
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years lived in the moſt wretched ſtate of indigence; 
who had been turned out of his houſe by the ma- 
* and obliged to take ſhelter in, and ſub- 
iſt upon the charity of a convent. This man 
made memorials to Colonel Craufurd, complaining 
of the greateſt miſery and diſtreſs, from being 
cruelly turned out of his employment, and defir- 
ing to be replaced, or otherwiſe provided for. 
That he was turned out of his employment is very 
true; but not cruelly and unjuſtly : for he was 
tried, found guilty, ſentenced and fined for pu- 
blic perjury ; and deprived of his employment, for 
endeavouring, by ſuch infamous means, to obtain 
a Mediterranean paſs for one of his friends from 
lieutenant-governor Blakeney. The proof of which 
fact, and the copy of the original proceſs are now 
laid before the privy-council. 


Such is. the true portrait of the preſent Hndic 
from Minorca, now reſiding in London*. And 
yet, infamous as this fellow's character is, he has 
been permitted to lay memorials of complaint 
againſt the Lieutenant-Governor before the privy- 
council; and, in defiance to the reſpect and deco- 
rum due to that moſt honourable aſſembly, has 
aſſerted to them the moſt impudent and flagitious 
falſehoods, with as much effrontery as if they had 
been ſelf-evident facts, or proofs of holy writ. 


What 


* I muſt do che Minorquins the juſtiee to ſay, that they 
made an offer of the /jn1ic/hip to ſome men of worth and cre- 
dit, ſuch as Dr. Matthew Mercadal, and Senior Juan adele 
but they both refuſed being concerned in ſo dirty a job; 
which, I think, can give no good impre.lon of the merit of 
their cauſe. 

+ The principal deputy, advocate, and manager on the 
part of the univerſities againſt the Liutenant-Governor, ws 

B 3 one. 


„„ OE EIS OP: 


— . * 


1 
What major general or colonel would ever wiſh t 
command here, if theſe liberties are to be taken 
5 . with 


one doctor Peter Orphila, of che ſame ſtile of character as to 
morals, and as to fortune as needy as the ſyndic. A ſketch 
of this gentleman's principles may be ſeen only by relating a 
circumitance which happened very lately, ——P— '-_ ” 
He being, as an advocate, appointed one of the deputy- 
judges of the vice-admiralty court, gave audience in a cer- 
tain cauſe, and having heard the parties, condemned the de- 
fendant to pay the plaintiff one hundred and fifty dollars; 
and the plaintiff ſtill proſecuting, the execution of this ſen- 
tence, the defendant went and "Gerd to pay the fine into 
the hands of the ſecretary of that tourt; but the ſecretary 
refuſed to receive it without acquainting Dr. Orphila : upon 
this the defendant went to Orphila, and acquainted him with 
the refuſal of the ſecretary. Orphila, upon this, ſeeing the 
money he ſtood in fo much need of, immediately took it, 
iving his receipt to the defendant, and aſſuring him at the 
2 time, that he would take care to ſee the money properl 
paid. This equitable judge being thus made by himſelf de- 
poſitary of the money in queſtion, not only neglected to pay 
the plaintiff according to his promiſe, but, with a view of 
keeping it himſelf, procured a. delay of much time in the 
execution of the ſentence, until that the plaintif, being tired 
of waiting for his money, found out at laſt that the judge 
bimſelf had the fine in his own hands: but Kill not being 
able to get his money, as the judge had ſpent it himſelf, the 
plainti# filed a new bill againſt the defendant before another 
deputy- judge of the ſame vice admiralty- court; who having 
a ſecond time condemned the ſame defendant to the ſame-fine, 
together with all damages and coſts of ſuit: the defendant, 
notwithitanding he had depoiited the ſum already in the hands 
of the ſaid deputy- judge Orphila, was ſo vigorouſly proſecut- 
ed by the plaintiff, as to be arreſted, and thrown into priſon, 
where he is now actually detained for the ſaid fine. And al- 
though he has began a proſecutian & contra again Dr. Orphila, 


he has not yet been able to obtain juſtice from the equitable de- 
| puty-Judges of the vice-admiralty-court here, whoare appointed 


y that profound lawyer, James Sutherland, - as his delegates : 
but on the contrary, the innocent defendant ftill remains in 
priſon, and the judge Orphila walks about at large, as if no- 
thing had happened. More authentic proofs of this tranſ- 
action will be given at a proper time and place ;. I produced 
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with their perſons and characters? And what muſt 
become of authority, if his Majefty's royal com- 
miſſion cannot ſufficiently command reſpect to that 
officer, who has the honour to bear it ? 


But this is nct all: the Hndic, not ſatisfied with 
having ſet forth his ſcandalous aſſertions at large in 
the memorials preſented to the privy-council, has 
fince printed ſome of them; and from thence it 
may be naturally preſumed, that, in order to give 
full. ſcope to his malice, he has now been the au- 
thor of this ſcandalous libel, impoſed upon the 
public, without a name: indeed probably with the 
aſliſtance of ſome others I could mention, now in 
England, whoſe known good-will to the cauſe 
might ſufficiently incline them to encourage the 
performance. But, waving my conjectures of the 
author, or his aſſiſtants, I proceed to my ſubjeR, 
which is an anſwer to the libel, 


It begins well: * An Account of the deplorable 
State of the Iſland of Minorca, and of the many In- 
juries done to the Inhabitants, during the Command of 
Lieutenant Governtr Johnſton . Deplorable ſtate ! 
here I muſt confeſs my ſurpriſe ; though Colonel 
Craufurd commanded but about three weeks, and 
Colonel Townſhend but eleven months, the peo- 
ple's language was, that the iſland was then in a 
molt flouriſbiug condition: and the news-papers of 


the time made us a happy people. The printer 


gave us a free marzet, which was to do wonders 


it here. only to ſhew a moſt curious portrait of a Minorguin 
jadge, and to give my reader a ſingular ſpecimen of Minor- 
g juſtice. Might not one exclaim with Cc te 7per- 
ſona Balearici juriſconſulti! 


* This is the title page of it. 
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and the conſequence of it was, that we were 


obliged to eat carrion, as we did before, but at a 


much higher price; and could get it only, when 
Jurats and butchers were pleaſed to let us have it. 


Roads were finiſhed, that were ſcarce mended : 
plantations of timber grew up like muſhrooms : 
we had eſtabliſhed manufactures ; and in particular 
one of raw- ſilk; becauſe the ingenious Miſs Soler 
had twiſted ſome pounds of it in her father's houſe, 
— Although it was the fruit of at leaſt fx years in- 
duſtry prior to that flouriſhing period. But the 
moment Colonel Johnſton arrived, that golden age 


exiſts no more; and the iſland, like a falling ſtar, 


immediately ſinks into the author's deplorable ſtate. 
But give me leave to ſay, Sir, that | have ſeen all 
the ſtates of the iſland, ever ſince September 1763, 
both flouriſhing and deplorable, and will now tell 
you what they were. When Col. Jobnſton firſt ar- 
rived in the iſland, the town and caſtle of St. Phillips 
were deplorable enough : the peaſants were rich, 
and we left them ſo : many of the mercantile peo- 


ple, and townſmen, whom we left in comfortable 


circumſtances, were miſerably poor; for they laid 
out all their money in priyateermng, and both pri- 
vateers, and trading veſſels were taken, and the 


* owners left deſtitute. Many of your houſes, which 


we left the ſhops, or dwellings of decent inhabi- 
tants, were converted to :7am-ſhops, coffee-houſes, 
and billiard- rooms, for the amuſement of your un- 
employed youth. But they are now moſtly con- 


verted to their former uſes. The careening wharts, 


and indeed all the other wharfs, were in ruins: 
and in the water, along- ſide of them, through ne- 
glect, there were banks of rubbiſn formed, that 
made them in a great degree uſeleſs: they are not 
ſo now. The game ot the iſland, perhaps the 
only thing that affords manly amulement to both 
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our gentlemen and yours, was almoſt totally de- 
ſtroyed; but is now greatly recovered. The wood 
was become exceeding ſcarce, for want of manage- 
ment, and through neglect of planting: the wild 
olives all ungrafted; and the butchers meat ſcarce 
eatable, owing to the indolence, or obſtinacy of 
farmers, who neither manured their ground, cut 
their lambs, or endeavoured to procure any kind 
of ſhelter to protect their ſheep or cattle from the 
exceſſive heat of the ſummer, or inclemency of 
the winter. The roads throughout the iſland were 
in a moſt impaſſable condition, and in many places 
without the neceſſary bridges. The quarters for 
the troops in each garriſon in a moſt ſhocking ſitu- 
ation, not even weather- proof: the Engliſh church 
become a ruin: the King's houſe, aſſigned uſually 
to the commander in chief, much out of repair, 
much neglected during the French command, and 
indeed not habitable for a faſhionable family, 
brought up to Exgliſb cleanlineſs. Here were ob- 
jefts ſufficient to employ all the vigilance and at- 
tention of the ableſt governor in Europe. And, 
during the nine months, which Colonel Johnſton 
ſtaid in this iſland, before his recall to England, 
the whole garriſon can bear him witneſs, that he 
turned his attention to all theſe objects with an 
uncommon aſſiduity and zeal. He examined the 
ſtate of the public debt and expences; encouraged 
planting, grafting, and agriculture of all kinds ; 
gave directions for the improvement of lands and 
cattle ; repaired the roads; made bridges; viſited 
and repaired the quarters; put the Engliſh church 
into a decent form for divine worſhip ; made the 
neceſſary alterations in the King's houſe ; rebuilt 
the pratique-houſe, -and repaired the wharf where 
it had been broken down: and what could any 
other governor, that his Majeſty might have 
LAY choſen, 
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choſen, have done more in the ſame period of time? 
"The occaſional commandants, who ſucceeded lieu- 
tenant-colonel Mackellar, and lieutenant-colonel Wren, 
trod exactly in his ſteps, and carried on the plans 
which he had chalked out. —— As to colonel Crau- 
furd, he had only time enough to receive and re- 
turn the uſual compliments on occaſion of his 
taking the command. —— The reſt, his premature 
death prevented. 'The ſucceſſor did, I confeſs, 
purſue a very different ſyſtem of command from 
that of any of the preceding: he was the very 
idol of the Minorquins : but why ? not becauſe 
he was a better governor than the former; that 
would be a ſuppoſition too injurious to gentlemen 
of their character and capacity: not becauſe he 
ſpoke the language, for he always uſed an inter- 
preter: no; the true reaſon why he was ſo univer- 
{ally beloved by them was, becauſe he kept com- 
pany, and converſed with them more than any 
other preceding commander ever did; and, with 
due deference be it ſaid, probably more than any 
ſucceeding commander ever will do: for ſome of 
the Minorguins themſelves were of opinion, that 
this gentleman deſcended to an acquaintance ſome- 
what beneath his character. This might be the 
effect of an uncommon ſweetneſs of temper; and it 
might be for the ſame reaſon, that he allowed both 
jurats and council, magiſtrates and people, to do 
juſt what they pleaſed. —Conlſequently he was ſure 
they could make no complaints againſt him. And 
laſtly, he was principally endeared to them by be- 
ginning to build a ſer of barracks at Mahon, (though 
he had no inſtructions, or warrant from the mini- 
ſter of ſtate, nor even a proper fund for undertak- 
ing a work of 6000/. expence) whereby he run 
the riſque of incurring his Majeity's diſpleaſure. 
The libeller goes on with an 2ccomt of the many 
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injuries done to the inhabitants of Minorca, during 


the command of lieutenant-governor Johnſton. Inju- 
ries, ſay you, Sir; it is a hard word Mr. Libeller 
and could we but know your name, we would ex- 
plain it to you, by that beſt of expoſitors, in ſuch 
caſes, I mean the /aw of the land. Injuries, and many 
too; a comprehenſive expreſſion ; and if true, they 
muſt certainly be made out by the proofs that 
were taken before the commiſſion, which fat upon 
that ſubject: but (thanks to the impartiality and 
abilities of the commiſſioners) notwithſtanding all 
the petty-fogging arts that were practiſed upon 
that occaſion, it will puzzle the moſt learned in 
the law to make out one of them. Ir is ſomewhat 
ſarpriſing, that I, who have lived upon the ſpot, 
and been an eye witneſs to all the tranſactions of 
lieutenant-governor Johnſton, during the whole 
time of his command, ſhould eſcape ſeeing, or 
hearing of one inflance of the many injuries ſug- 
geſted by this author, if any ſuch there had been: 
and yet this is ſo far the caſe, that I can moſt 
ſafely and ſolemnly aver, that I never did ſee or 
hear of one ſingle injury done by heutenant-gover- 
nor Johnſton to any inhabitant whatſoever in all 
that time. And 1 can with equal truth affirm, 
that I never knew any gentleman more inclined, 
from motives of humanity, as well as duty, to 
hear every perſon's complaint, whether rich or 
poor; or more ready to give immediate redreſs, if 
in his power, to all their grievances, which I have 
on many occaſions bren commiſſioned by his or- 
ders to procure for juch, who were the objects 
pf it. "Tp 


By the exprefiion, many injuries, made uſe of in 
the title-page, one would imagine that the gover- 
nor had been guilty of ſomething more than what 
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is alleged in the libel itſelf ; that he had enriched 


himſelt by private rapine, or public plunder ; or 
by ſome oblique methods of extortion : that he 
had committed acts of violence and hoſtility on 
men and women : that he had wantonly ſported 
with the lives and property of the people: that 
he had acquitted the guilty, and ſent the innocent 
to priſon : but we are confident, that both the facts 
ſpecified, and thoſe, which are barely ſuggeſted, 
will appear, in the courſe of this detence, to de- 
pend for their ſupport on no better foundation 
than the malice and invention of this anonymous 


I come now to the opening of this curious com- 
poſition, He begins with telling us, What 
General Stanhope ſaid, and what John Duke of Ar- 
gyle promiſed the Minorquins, in the name.of her 
Majeſty Queen Anne. Stanhope and Argyle, are 
great names; men, who poſſeſſed talents ſufficient 
to form the, compleat ſoldier, and the accompliſhed 
ſtateſman. But however flattering to the iſlanders 


their manifeſtoes and promiſes might be in 1708 


and 1712, yet as no king or miaiſter has ever 
ſince thought proper to confirm, or put theſe pro- 
miſes into execution, the quoting of them ow 
can ſerve no purpoſe. Moſt probably the Minor- 
quins made no ſcruple of making the moſt extra- 
vagant demands of conceſſions, privileges and in- 
dulgences; but as they were already a conquered 
people, it is manifeſt they had a right to none, 
but ſuch as the congueror was pleaſed to grant, or 


were ſtipulated for by treaty. Nor could thoſe 


two great men, however candid their intentions, 
aſſure them & more, than their intereſt with the 


» See the Libel, ſectic n 1. | 
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ueen and council to procure them the demands 
they made : and it is highly probable, that when 
thoſe demands were examined into, they were 
found to be unreaſonable, otherwiſe they certainly 
would have been granted. And what confirms 
me in this opinion 1s the original petition, which 
they made to the duke of Argyle, December 5, 1712, 
in which they very modeſtly aſk every thing they 
could ; and ſome points, which, by the very treaty 
of Utrecht itſelf, were abſolutely denied them in 
the following year. They aſked as follows. 


1. The preſervation of the Roman Catholic re- 
ligion, and the veneration of their temples. 


2. The confirmation of all the privileges, prac- 
tices, uſes, and cuſtoms, which they had at any 
time enjoyed in this iſland “. | 


3. The grant to themſelves of all duties, im- 
poſts, cuſtoms, or taxes whatſoever F. 


4. That they might not furniſh the trcops with 
wood, oil or quarters 4. 


Whether they were conſiſtent with the laws of Great 
Britain, or even agreeable to her majeſty's pleaſure, they 
cared not. 


+ The duke replied, that this was not in his power, as 
being by the laws of Great Britain her majeſty's property. 


t To this the duke replies, barracks would be built in a 
vear's time ; and that the ſea-coal would be ſent from Eng- 
land : but as to the oil, he recommended the grafting and 
planting more olives. —That the duke of Argyle in this place 
might be ſincere cannot be doubted from his character; but it 
appears from the event, that his promiſe was not approved of, 
ſince above half a century had elapfed, without a harract be- 
ing built, or a ſea-coal ſent. See the Libel, ſection 2. 
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As to Mr. $tanhope's edict of the 16th October; 
1708, (not the 17th as this writer miſtakes it) it 
is not to be found, from the beſt information I 
could get, in the regiſters of this iſland; and 1 


am morally certain, that this writer never ſaw it; 


though he has aſſurance enough to quote it, — 
However, as I have ſeen the petition, which ihe 
then jurats made to him on the gth October, 1708; 
ſeven days before that date, I am very cettain that 
Mr. Stanhope's anſwer was much the ſame as that 
given by the duke of Argyle four years afterwards: 
Let us therefore now conſider how far theſe vo 
generals could ratify and confirm all their privileges 
and cuſtoms, ecclefraſtical and civil, ſuch as they had 
enjoyed, till the death of Carlos II. in the queen's 


name, and in the form of a royal promiſe. 


At this diſtance of time the ſenſe .of queen 
Anne's miniſters, and her private inſtructions to 
Mr. Stanhope and the duke of Argyle, can no 
way be ſo well known, as by what was ſtipulated 
the very next year, by her miniſters, relating to 
Minorca, in that famous peace of Utrecht, which 
her majeſty juſt lived to ratify with Philip V, 


The eleventh article of that treaty is as foilows,— 


c Spondet inſuper regia ſua majeſtas Mzgne 
« Britanniz ſeſe facturam ut incolæ omnes inſulæ 


e præfatæ, tam eccleſiaſtici quam ſeculares, bonis 


« {us univerſis et honoribus tuto pacatique fru- 
« antur; utque religionis Catholicæ Romanæ liber 
c uſus iis permittatur : utque etiam cejuſmodi ra- 
<« tiones ĩneantur ad tuendam religionem præ dic- 
« tam in cadem inſula, quæ a gubernatione civil, 


| See the Libel, ſection 1; 
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« atque 4 legibus Magnæ Britanniz penitus ab- 
« horrere non videantur,” _— 


“ Poterunt etiam ſuis honoribus et bonis frui, qui 
“ nunc ſuæ Catholice Majeſtatis ſervitio addict 
ec ſunt, etiamſi in eodem permanſerint; et liceat 
. * cuicunque, qui præfatam infulam relinquere 
of voluerit, bona ſua vendere, et liberè in Hiſpa- 

& niam tranſvehere.“ 


Or in Engliſh thus : 

&« Moreover, her royal majeſty of Great Britain 
“ engages, that ſhe will take care that all the in- 
“ habitants of the ſaid iſland, both eccle/ioſtical 
&« and ſecular, ſhall ſafely and peaceably enjoy all 
<« their eſtates and honours ; and the free ule of 
« the Roman Catholic religion ſhall be permitted 
ce to them: and that ſuch mealures ſhall be taken 
for ſupporting the ſaid religion in the faid 
« iſland, as ſhall be found not inconſiſtent with 
the civil government, and laws of Great Bri- 
© tain, — 


<« Thoſe likewiſe, who are now in the ſervice of 
« his Catholic majeſty, ſhall enjoy their honours 
e and eſtates, though they continue in the ſaid 
« ſervice; and it ſhall be lawful for any perſon, 
&« who is deſirous to leave the ſaid iſland, to fell 
his eſtate, and paſs freely with the value of ic 
« into Spain.” 


Indulge me for a while with a few remarks. 
The libeller ſays, that Mr. Slanbope ratified and 
confirmed all their privileges, and that the Aue of 
Argyle did the fame. What he means by their 
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privileges, I cannot ſay; but this I can affirm, that 
the queen and her miniſters never meant to grant 
more than is contained in the article of the treaty 
of Utrecht.. The queen granted them their eſtates, 
the title of Don, and their religion; a very graci- 
ous and extenſive grant. The article indeed of 
religion was nicely and politically limited; as far 
as ſhall be found not inconſiſtent with the civil govern- 
ment and laws of Great Britain: it is expreſſed 


© with great art and preciſion. The queen reſerved, 
by this clauſe, the ſupremacy of the church in 


Minorca to herſelf, notwithſtanding her ſubjects 
happened to be catholics : ſhe reſerved to herſelf 
the diſpoſal of all the eccleſiaſtical preferments 
in the iſland, two of which, the rectory of Mahon, 
and the pavordeſhip, are very conſiderable. She 
artfully excluded the biſhop of Majorca, and his ho- 
lineſs the Pope, from ever — any thing to do 
with her iſland. Neither of them can exerciſe any 
act of power of authority here; nor claim any 


"privilege, nor interfere in any matter whatſoever. 
The inquiſitor's fire can never be lighted; and 
the thunder of the Vatican, with all the edits of 


the rota of Rome, are never regarded. 


This detaching of the Minorquins from the See 
of Rome, and from other courts, was abſolutely 
neceſſary ; but it has not been done fo much as is 
requiſite. Our court ſhould make all applications 
from foreign channels abſolutely inadmiſſible. 
For example, when they cannot obtain heir end 
from the government here, they then apply to 
Rome, to Spain, or perhaps to France; ſo that they 
are Britiſh ſubjects, and not Britiſh ſubjects at the 
fame time, which conſtitutes a kind of political 
monſter, This is too clear to need any further 
proof. 


C 1 : 
proof. Such is the ſtate of privilege in Menorca, 
which the inhabitants lay ſo much · ſtreſs upon. 


The next article is the conTRIBUTIONS. It is 
very natural to imagine, that, when this iſland was 
ceded to us by the peace of Utrecht (as the inha- 
bitants choſe at that time to remain under the go- 
vernment of their own laws, as a municipal ſtate; 
and as they deſired to continue alſo under their 
own taxes) the queen would in return expect ſome 
proper aids and ſubſidies from the Minorquins, 
in order to ſupport government; eſpecially as her 
troops ſpent annually 40, ooo J. in the ifland, and 
as its trade increaſed by the protection of the Bri- 
tiſh flag, and the invaluable advantage of a Me- 
diterranean paſs. Accordingly they were com- 
manded to ſupply the troops with wood, oil, and 
quarters, and with ffraw tor ſuch officers as hap- 
pened to keep cattle for ſaddle or carriage. The 
two firſt articles were not furniſhed ad arbitrium 
petentis, but by a regulation fixed by Brigadier 
Kane : fo many pounds of wood, fo many pounds 
of oil to each officer, according to his rank. The 
flraw was paid for at two nals the guirtel, which 
is the common price; ſometimes it ſells for lets. 
As to hay“, which the libeller talks of, there 
is no ſuch thing in the iſland. —And when he men- 
tions water, it is more ridiculous, there being 
freſh water enough in Minorca to ſupply the whole 
navy of Great Britain» The troops are indeed 
ſupplied, as he ſays, with mules, and a driver, 
when the regiments change their quarters, Which 
is only oxce a year; and I cannot call it a great 
burden. Theſe are all the conT&12uTIONS (and 
what leſs does every publican in England furniſh, 


See the Libel, ſection 2. ä | 
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excluſive of all other taxes, for the ſupport of go- 
vernment ?) which the queen laid upon theſe peo- 
ple; and if they had had either œconomy or ma- 
nagement, the burden would never have been felt. 
And the truth is, that the pEBRTSs, which they lay 
to the account of taxes, contributions, and public 
burdens, ought to be placed to their own litigious 
inſolence, in ſending fyndics to England to perplex 
their governors with malicious complaints, and 
trouble the court with unreaſonable demands, 
The. Hyndics flatter their conſtituents with hopes of 
the great things that may be done; and the duped 
conſtituents make them ſuch remittances, as put 
it out of their own power to do Juſtice either to 
king or country. This the men of worth and 
candor amongſt themſelves very honeſtly confeſs. 
Alf the laudable and juſt practice of ſome of 
our Weſt India colonies were to take place here, 
Viz, 


That of laying their public accounts open to 
public examination; it would clearly aſcertain the 
truth of this aſſertion, and make jurats and councils 
better œconomiſts of the public money. 


The next article we come to is his majeſty's or- 
ders of council * in May 28th, 1752, which the 


Minorquins were ſo pleaſed with. They contained, 


I own, ſome favourable and indulgent conceſſions 
to the. inhabitants. But what was the conſequence ? 
The court ſoon ſaw the abuſe they made of them, 
and that, inſtead of making them more reaſonable 
and better ſubjects, they became more refractory 
and inſolent than they were before. His majeſty 
therefore, in the ſummer following, revoked theſe 


» See the Libel, ſections 3 and 4. 
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very orders of May 1752, by an order of council 
of 10th Auguſt, 1753, which order his preſent ma- 
jeſty confirmed in the year 1763, and gave it as 
part of his inſtructions to Sir Richard Lyttelton, the 
then governor, and to colonel James Fohnſton, the 
lieutenant-governor of this iſland; ſo that the or- 
ders of 1752 are quite out of the queſtion. There 
was an abſolute neceſſity for this ſtep. By the or- 
ders of 1752, the Minorquins were left to do juſt 
what they pleaſed. A governor had not fo much 
power as a common juſtice of peace in England. 
He could not even billet his troops, nor cut a fa- 
ſcine without the ſanction of the jurats : and though 
he might have perhaps intelligence of an arma- 
ment at Toulon or Barcelona, and to ſave time he 
ſhould chooſe to cut his faſcines near St. Philips, 
the jurats might direct them to be cut near Ciu- 
DADELA, though thirty miles off. 


Minorca can never be well governed, unleſs the 
powers of a commander in chief there are augmented, 
inſtead of being diminiſhed ; becauſe he every day 
ſees abuſes, which he cannot rectify, for want of 
that authority, which is neceſſary. I have many 
times told a magiſtrate, Sir, this is the king's or- 
der; this muſt be done; the lieutenant-governor has 
particular inſtructions from his majeſty for this point: 
the anſwer has been, Sir, that may be, but we will 
never do it. This reſembles Sancho's authority in 
Barataria, much more than one derived from the 
king of Great Britain. As to the cruelties, which 
the libeller ſays that governor Blakeney committed 
in Mahon, as it is not only a falſchood, but an in- 
ſult upon his memory, I will tell you what they 
were. He ſuſpended the advocate-fiſcal, one Ax - 
DREO, a man, whoſe character, for twenty years 
before, or upwards, had been that of a turbulent, 
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litigious, ſelfiſh fellow, and a peſt of ſociety. This 


ſuſpenſion his late, and preſent majeſty, have both 
confirmed. He ſuſpended a judge of the admi- 


ralty for mal-adminiſtration : and he turned a ſe- 


cretary (Mr. Pons, the preſent ſyndic in London) 
out of office, for PER JUR, as we have already 
mentioned. Theſe were cruelties iNDEED ; and 
this Mr. Pons is nephew to the ſaid advocate-fiſcal, 
which ſeems to verify a common obſervation, that 
the qualities of the mind, like the diſeaſes of the 
body, uſually run in a blood. 


Why the libeller calls the orders of 1753 * clan- 
deſtine, I cannot conceive: they were given by his 
late majeſty in council; and I own I think it little 
leis than zreaſorr, to ſuppoſe any thing to be done 


. clandeſtinely in that council. As to general Anſtru- 
- ther's conduct, and lord Blakeney's adminiſtration, 


neither the oe, nor the other, have been the pre- 


®, cedents to lat of the preſent heutenant-governor : 


he has injured no one, nor has he been weak 
enough to be the dupe of others. But the ſecret 
cauſe, the true ſource of the preſent complaints 
lies here :. Colonel Johnſton, when he firſt arrived 
in this iſland, immediately (as by the king's in- 
ſtructions) put in execution theſe very orders of 
1753. This alarmed the whole iſland. They de- 
clared they never would ſubmit to them, nor ever 
let any governor be at reſt, who attempted to put 
them in force. — His late majeſty had given theſe 
orders in council, Auguſt 1oth 1753; and on the 
4th and 8th of October following, he ſent freſh 


inſtructions to [teutenant-governor Blakeney on the 


ſame ſubject, and freſh confirmation of the ſaid orders; 
commanding at the ſame time general Blakeney to no- 
tify, and publiſh this confirmation of the orders of 
1753, on a ſet day, to the whole iſland. Accord- 

See the Libel, ſection 4. ; 
ingly 
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ingly the lieutenant-goyernor fixed on the 3oth of 
November, 1753, being the Feaſt of St. Andrew, 
and the Princeſs Dowager of Wales's birth-day, for 
the more ſolemn publication of theſe orders. The 
effect of this was a general alarm and conſterna- 
tion through the whole iſland. They ſaw that his 
late majeſty was determined to keep them under 
proper government; and this their ſtubborn ſpirit 
could not brook. What was the conſequence ? 
They immediately, as is always the cuſtom, ſent 
two ſyndics to London, with complaints againſt 

' governor Blakeney ; but, after ſpending ſome thou- 
ſand pounds, did not ſucceed. You will aſk, how 
they did under the French government ? juſt the 
ſame : they made complaints of the. Count de Lan- 
nion, without his knowing any thing of the matter, 
or even that they had cauſe of complaint againſt 
him: and when the French miniſter found that our, 
he ſent orders expreſsly forbidding any applications 
of that kind, without previouſly ſubmitting their 
grievances to the governor, which entirely pre 
ſtop to their trifling complaints; and it ſeems 
they had no other to make. Upon colonel Jolin- 
ſton's arrival in the iſland, he, as J ſaid before, 
enforced theſe very orders of 1753 : this produced 
Juſt the ſame effect, as the ſame cauſe had done be- 
fore in general Blakeney's time. They ſaid it was a 
repetition of the tragic feſtival of Sz. Andrew: 
that their liberties and privileges were loſt : nay 
ſome of the magiſtrates: went ſo far, as to tell the 
lieutegant-governor, that they could not - obey 
thoſe orders, becauſe they were obſolete ; and be- 
cauſe the king had confirmed their privileges. I 
now take my leave of theſe orders, which I hope 
his majeſty will never revoke. If they are revoked, 
Jurats will be governours, governours will be cy- 
phers; and the ſoldiers, both officers and men, 
2 3 will 
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will be treated with little laſs diſtinction than beg- 
gars: and all this to gratify the wanton arrogance 


of an inſignificant people, who at beſt can be con- 
ſidered but as occaſional friends. | 


The libeller proceeds, ſpeaking of the French 
invaſion of Minorca, ** That the natives, not being 
allowed the uſe of arms *, could not prevent the land- 
ing of the French; but, however, they gave all poſ- 
ſible aſſiſtance both of money and proviſions to the Eng- 
liſh. Their loyally and affettion to Great Britain was 
ungugſtionable.“ | Dt” 


It is not eaſy to croud ſo much falſehood into ſo 
little compaſs. © The natives not having the uſe of 
arms. Happy for us that they were not. Governor 
Blakeney, by his majeſty's inſtructions, very wiſely diſ- 
armed all the inhabitants at ſo critical and dangerous 
a juncture, as governor Kane had often done be- 
fore; not being quite ſure what uſe might be made 


| of them. As to the aſſſtance, leyalty, and affeion 
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here ſo much boaſted of, I will tell you how that 
ſtood. The French were firſt of all expreſsly in- 
vited to invade this iſland by- one of the ſyndics 
that had been ſent with complaints to England 
againſt governour Blakeney, who, chagrined at 
the miſcarriage of his commiſſion, ſtopt at Paris, 
and informed the French miniſtry of the ſtate of the 
garriſon ; and, in behalf of his countrymen, pro- 
miſed them every kind of aſſiſtance, and gave 
them directions where to land: this was Don Ber- 
nard Joſeph, who, the moment the Duke of Rich- 
licu landed at Ciudadela, waited upon him, wel- 
comed him to the iſland; and wiſhed him jay, 
that the Engiſb heretics were gone from thence. 


# Zee the Libel, ſection 4. 
Imme- 
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Immediately after the capitulation, this ſame gen- 
tlemen was one of the fr/t that entered the works, 
and had the inſolence to go up to the fort-major*®, 
whom he knew, and told him, He had the ho- 
nour to conduct the duke of Richlieu and his army 
from Ciudadela; and had the pleaſure of viſiting 
the batteries every day, to fee the happy progreſs 

of the ſiege. And yet this ſame man, in the year 
1763, had the aſſurance to preſs in among the 
croud, and to kiſs ihe duke of York's hand g. 


Another gentleman, a doctor of laws, who, 
with his father before him, had a patent grant, 
and was indebted for all his good fortune, as well 
as that of his family, to the Britiſh government, 
offered, upon the firſt alarms, to go with the 
lieutenant-governor (Blakeney) into the works, 
and to bring ſome of his people and dependents 
along with him, to aſſiſt with him in the defence. 
But when the enemy appeared, neither doctor nor 
men were to be heard of.—And yet this loyal ſub- 
ject has ſince made no ſcruple to go to England to 
recover his patent. 5 


A third gentleman, law- doctor, who likewiſe 
owed the proſperity of his family to the ſame 
ſource, uſed, when he heard a ſmart fire from the 
beſiegers, to ſhake his hand with a ſneer, and 
pity the poor beſieged, for their ſufferings from 
the enemy's ſhot: and no ſooner were the preli- 
minaries ſettled, than this grateful ſubject took a 
journey to England to ſollicit for an employment. 


Major Tunis. 
+ When his royal highneſs came to Minorca, in his way 
to /taly, November, 1763. 
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Thefe particulars, with many more of the ſame 


kind, I conſider as triſſes. But pray, Mr. libeller, 


anſwer me one ſerious queſtion. I allow your coun- 
trymen could not oppoſe the enemy's landing, for 
want of arms; (and if they had had them, I queſ- 
tion much, if they would have uſed them that 


way) but pray could the want of arms prevent 


them going with us into the caſtle? For, out of 
four or five theuſand men, natives of the iſland, 
that are fit to carry arms, and do any ſort of work, 
we could ſcarce find ene hundred to go in with us; 
and of the few that did go, two thirds had de- 
ſerted before the ſiege was half over, though they 
were well fed and paid, and had very little danger 
to encounter. Whien the garriſon of Ciudadela, in 
1756, was obliged to retreat to Mahon, on the ap- 

roach of the French; as ſoon as ever the ſoldiers 
had marched out of the gates, the inhabitants 
threw fones at them from the ramparts. Call ye 
i. backing your friends? Call ye this loyalty, 
alfection, and aſſiſtance? What would they have 
done, if general Blakeney had permitted them to 
have had arms? Moreover, out of their loyalty 
and affection to Great Britain, they took out 
French letters of marque long before the ſiege 
was over, and under French colours cruiſed upon, 
and made prizes of Britiſh ſubjects and property. 
I his appears by the records of your own admiralty- 
court; for your doing it afterwards, I freely for- 
give you, as you beggared yourſelves by it at laſt, 
Your love and affection made you likewiſe treat 
your. Britiſh priſoners, at leaſt many of them, with 
ſeverity and harſhneſs, during the war. Let us 


therefore honeſtly fer all this love and loyalty 


quite aſide, and look upon it as a joke: if you 
l1aye any, it is for the ſtrongeſt ſide, Spaniſh, Bri- 


2 
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tiſh, or French, no matter to you which. And 
ſince chance has brought us together again, en- 
deavour on your parts to ſave appearances at leaſt 
for the future, if gratitude to the mildeſt govern- 
ment cannot make you from principle, what it is 
your duty to be, loyal ſubjects. We do not mean 
to tyrannize over you, nor can we ſuffer you to be 
our maſters. You have now been near /ixty years 
under our government, and you never had a ty- 
rant over you, though you have treated .all your 
governours as ſuch; for you quarrelled with every 
one of them. You never had even a rigorous 
governour, until your own provocation made him 
ſo. Nor have you ever had a milder, than this 
very gentleman, whom you have now ſo groſsly 
abuſed z and this the beſt of your own people do 
truly and freely aver. The great misfortune is, 
that this miſchievous humour muſt always conti- 
nue, until your conſtitution, as your countrymen, 
call it, is altered: and this is the opinion of many 
ſenſible people. Your magiſtrates and councils, 
inſtead of conſiſting, as they now do, of a great 
majority of poor, ignorant creatures, who have 
neither will nor underſtanding of their own, but 
are conducted, as in leading-ſtrings, by artful at- 
tornies; your magiſtrates, I ſay, ought to conſiſt 
of men of the beſt credit and underſtanding 
amongſt you; and if ſome Engliſhmen of that 
character were allowed to act in conjunction with 
them, the intereſt of the iſland might be better 
underſtood, and better attended to. Governours 
then might be ſecure of giving fatisfaction ; and 
the governed, eaſed of their taxes, might peace- 
ably enjoy the fruits of their labour : which 1s not - 
the cafe now. And fo far your ſtate is deplorable 
indeed; but it is purely to be aſcribed to your own 
miſconduct. 


The 


3 


The libeller goes on, „In 1763 the natives 
were in hopes of redreſs *; but the lieutenant-gover- 
nour, inſtead of alleviating, did mightily increaſe the 
weight of their burdens, aiming chiefly at his own 
intereſt and the making of money. 


That the natives might have hopes of redreſs, 
is very poſſible, though abſurd ; for imaginary griev- 
ances can admit of no redreſs. That the lieutenant- 
governour increaſed the weight of any one evil, I 
abſolutely deny : on the contrary, that he alleviated 
the weight of many a grievous burden, which 
theſe tyrannical magiſtrates lay upon their people, 
is a fact to my own knowlege.—Thar he imed at 
his own intereſt, as well as that of the iſland, I 

make no doubt.—-That he has made money by 


any one illegal, or oblique method, is a moſt noto- 
rious falſehood. 


The libeller ſays, & He in his majeſty's name 
publiſhed orders directly contrary to the late treaty of 
Peace.” © 


The treaty of Paris, February 10th, 1763, ar- 
ticle 12. has only theſe words, which relate to 
Minorca : The iſland of Minorca ſhall be reſtored 
to his Britannic majeſty, as well as Fort St. Philip, 
in the ſame condition they were in when CONQUERED 
by the arms of the Moſt Chriſtian king; and with 

Ii the artillery, which was there, when the ſaid iſſand, 
2117 and the ſaid fort were taken, This is all that is faid 

| in this treaty, relating to Minorca, or to the Mi- 


[1 norquins. The late Lord Egremont, one of the 
| 1 principal ſecretaries of ſtate, when colonel Johnſton 


1 * See the Libel, ſection 5, 
14 + See the Libel, ſection 6. 
| firſt 
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Grit came out as lieutenant-governour to this iſland, 
was of opinion, from the word conQuereD, in- 
ſerted in this article of the treaty, that, as the 
French had ceded this iſland to us, as one of their 
conqueſts, in lieu of another conguęſt, which we had 
ceded to them, conſequently the privileges, which 
the inhabitants laid claim to, could ſubſiſt no 
longer, eſpecially as there had been no proviſion 
made for them in that treaty; that, as the Minor- 
quins had been ſo very troubleſome to all former 
governours, this was the faireſt and the moſt for- 
tunate occaſion for bringing them to a proper. tem- 
per: and he adviſed colonel Johnſton to tell the 
people on his arrival here, that it depended ſolely 
on their future good behaviour, whether his ma- 
jeſty would confirm their privileges or not. This 
advice the lieutenant-governor followed exactly; 
he told them fo : what was the conſequence ? they 
immediately had recourſe to their old practiſe of fo- 
reign application : they applied to their old friend 
monſieur d' Abrio, and having made a falſe repre- 
ſentation of the caſe to him, they cauſed the count 
de Fuentes, or the duke de Nivernois to repreſent it 
to lord Halifax, who was then one of the principal 
ſecretaries of ſtate; his lordſhip, differing, I 
ſuppoſe, widely in opinion from lord &gremont, 
and little aware of the conſequence, ſent out 
ſoon after a confirmation, he had received from 
his majeſty, of all the privileges of the Minorquins; 
and this gave occaſion to the preſent complaints, 
for they began their riſe immediately after this 
confirmation was intimated. The root of the diſ- 
temper lay in the word pRIVILEOESs, which unfor- 
tunately the lieutenant- governour and the Minor- 
quins underſtood in very different ſenſes: the lieute- 
nant-governour underſtood it to mean no more 
than thoſe granted by the treaty of Utrecht, * 

the 


the laſt inſtructions from the king and council, 


before the French invaſion, which wegze thoſe of 
1753. The Minorquins, on the other hand, would 
have it to mean whatever they pleaſed ; not any 
thing fixed, but to be augmented or altered from 
time to time, as intereſt or occurrences ſhould di- 
rect. They would have the inſtructions of 1753 
ſet entirely aſide, as obſolete ; and would have 
thoſe of 1752 take place of them, though re- 
voked, for the reaſons already mentioned. In 
ſhort, they claimed or refuſed whatever they 
thought proper, and all under the title of Pz1vi- 
LEGES. They were backward to a moſt provok- 
ing degree in every thing that related to the ſer- 
vice. The troops were ſupplied with green fire- 
wood, often of the worſt kind; or in lieu of it, 
with water-ſoaked, ſhip-wrecked timber, which is 
of a {till worſe quality. The quarters, in general 
very bad in themſelves, were ſtill worſe for the ruin- 
ous condition they were in, and the repairs done to 


them were very lightly and ſlowly executed. If 


an officer happened to join his regiment after the 
removal, which is often the caſe, it was ſome 
weeks, or perhaps months, before they would pro- 
vide him a quarter; and they uſed to make an 
offer of fuch houſes as they knew would not be 
accepted of, becauſe i 2y were ſcarce habitable for 
human beings. Theſe are facts fo notorious, that 
I believe every officer in the garriſon can avouch 
the truth of them. I could mention many more 
inſtances of the irregularity of their behaviour; 
but let theſe ſuffice : with regard to the conduct 
of the lieutenant-governour, he certainly did not 
any one act contrary to the laſt, or any other treaty 
of peace, as this writer has falſely aſſerted. As 
to the decree of the 18th of November, mention- 
ed by this writer, ſection 7th, the true ſtate of that 

| mat- 
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matter is as follows: On the 25th of October, 
1763, the jurats of the iſland. preſented a memo- 
+ rial to the lieutenant-governour, in which, as 
uſual, they petitioned for ALL that could be aſked ; 
deſiring that barracks might be built every where, 
and a 1 3 that ſea coal might be ſent out 
for the officers; and that they might have the 
ſtanque and anchorage duties to themſelves, when thoſe 
wake were done. But the account they gave in 
this petition of the hiſtory, eſtabliſhment, uſe and 
intent of the ſtangue was by no means true. They 
deſired that a dobler more might be paid for t | 
2wood ſent into St. Philip's cattle, which aach 
15 doblers, or about five-pence the hundred weight. 
And laſtly, they caſt, as uſual, falſe and injuri- 
ous reflections on the memory of the late Lord 
Blakeney. The anſwer to this memorial, which 
the libeller makes ſo free with, and which the 
lieutenant-governour wrote them on the 18th of 
November 1763, is as follows, | 


« Having examined the memerial, which you 
« gentlemen, in conjunction with the other uni- 
ce yerſities of this iſland, preſented to me on the 
ce 27thof laſt month, I muſt obſerve to you, That 
* by his majeſty's orders of the 10th of Auguſt 
&« 1753, it is clear, that ti product of the efangque 
of brandy is to be employed in public works; 
but by them it was never meant that any part of 
c it ſhould be employed in building of barracks, 
or quartering of the troops, which charge and 
« duty were ever incumbent upon the ſeveral uni- 
* yerſities. It is therefore not in my power to 
apply any part of it for thoſe purpoſes; nor do 
« I find any thing in my InsTrrucT1ONs, or my 
& inclination to induce me to give any part of ir 


« for the uſe or emolument of the univerſities : _ 


« and 
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« and when you are determined to build barracks 
“ for the troops (which reſolution I expect you 
« will ſoon “ take, as originally your own pro 
« ſal) you muſt find out ſome other fund for ſup- 
4 porting that expence. In ſuch a caſe, upon 
<« preſenting me with a proper plan, you may de- 
% pend upon my chearful concurrence and aſſiſt- 
c ance. As to the affair of a lazaretto, for ad- 
« mitting to quarantine infected merchandize, 
« when landed with ſuſpected bills of health, it 
« would be the means of expoſing the iſland to 
« continual riſques of being infected; whereas ever 
&« ſince this iſland has been under the Engliſh go- 
« vernment, it has enjoyed the moſt perfect health, 
c and has ever been free from all contagion. For 
t theſe reaſons therefore I look upon ſuch a build- 
«ng to be not only uſeleſs, but dangerous. 


c As I am particularly charged, in my IxsrR vo- 
& Txons from his majeſty, to ſee that the univer- 
« fities do mutually join in ſupplying wood and 
oil, and all ſuch articles as they were oblig- 
« ed to furniſh during the laſt Britiſh government 
« in this iſland, I muſt repeat to you, that I ex- 
« pect you will fulfil that part of your duty with- 
« out contradiction or delay. But if upon con- 
“ ſideration you ſhould find that the importation 
« of ſea-coal, or wood, from other countries, 
« might be leſs expenſive, or more convenient 
<« for the preſervation of the woods in the iſland, 
you have full liberty to take ſuch meaſures as 
« you ſhall think moſt proper for theſe purpoſes. 


* This propoſal was made by their famous ſyndie Juan 
Air and Eſpineta, in governor Anſtruther's time, and laid 
before the privy-council, as appears by the orders of 1752: 
and in conſequence of it, the jurats were commanded to pro- 
vide the troops with quarters in the orders of 1753. | 


« And 


Sc > 


tc And ſhould my aſſiſtance or protection be ne- 
* ceſſary, you may always depend upon that or 
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any thing elſe for the good of the univerſities. 


<« If the expences of the univerſities are ſo much 
increaſed, as you repreſent them, that the inha- 
bitants, in order to ſupport the public charge, 
are obliged to lay heavy taxes upon themſelves 
it is your duty to propoſe to me ſuch means, as 
ſhall be beſt adapted to their relief; whether 
by impoſt upon merchandize or proviſions im- 


* ported into the iſland, or upon thoſe exported 
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from it : and you may be aſſured, that you will 
always find me ready to interceed with his ma- 
jeſty, whoſe royal benevolence always prompts 
him to grant whatever is for the real advantage 
of his ſubjects, or the improvement of his do- 
minions. And I make no doubt of his gracious 
concurrence to all ſuch plans and projects, which 
have reaſon to ſupport them, and juſtice to re- 
commend them. a 


« Laſtly, I muſt obſerve to you, that had not 
the inhabitants of this iſland, ever ſince it came 
under the dominion of Great Britain, ſhewn a 
particular averſion to the cuſtoms, and every 
thing that was Engliſh, but followed zheir ex- 
ample in cultivating their lands, planting fruit, 
and other trees, and not cutting their woods 
improperly ; it is very certain, that as the iſland 
would long ere now have been a very flouriſh- 
ing one, abounding with moſt, if not all 'the 
neceſſaries of life; ſo had they improved the 
free liberty of trade, which they have had, and 
made a proper uſe of the great circulation of 


« ſpecie from the pay of the troops, (being about 


40, ooo l. per annum) it mult have been a very 


opulent 
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opulent one. That at preſent they fuffer, 
from having neglected to make uſe of theſe ad: 
vantages, does not at all ſurpriſe me; but ! 
hope it will have the good effect of opening 
their eyes, and rouſing _ from that ſtate of 
indolence, and making them an reacts 
rich, and loyal people. Then, and not till 
then, can -they have any right to expect, or I 
any pretence to ſollicit favours for them, from 
his majeſty. As to any apprehenſions you may 
have about the free exerciſe of your religion, I 
can aſſure you, that I know of no intention, 
nor do I believe his majeſty has any, of making 
any alteration in that article of the treaty of 
UTaecyuT. But as to the other privileges, 
rights, &c. 4 you by her majeſty queen 
Anne, I muſt repeat. what I have already told 
you, and which you ought not to forget, that 
the confirming them depends entirely upon re- 
peated and ſteady proofs of duty, loyalty, and 


v affection to his majeſty's government, ſince you 


* pray that theſe may be ** confirmed to 
you. 


6c Given at Mahon, 18th 6 1763. 


J. JOHNSTON, J 
Lieutenant-Governour. 


To the Jurats, general and particular of the 


« iſ}and of Minorca. 


By the Command of the 
« Lieutenant-Governour, 


« EpwarD CLARK T, Secretary.“ 
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Such is the letter, which the Ieller has abuſed. 
It contains nothing contrary to any former order, 
or inconſiſtent, with the late treaty of peace, as 
far as I can ſee. Nor has it any of the injurious 
or oppreſſive tendency, which the /ibeller has aſcrib- 
Ed tO it. 


The libeller proceeds“ © The Minorguins of- 
fered to * up the produft of the ſtanque, a moiety of 
which, c.“ That is to ſay, the jurats offered to 
give up the half of that duty, when his late ma- 
jeſty had already, by the orders of 1753, taken 
the waoLE of it out of their hands: becauſe, when 
the Minorquins had it, inſtead of building barracks, 
or doing any one public work with it, they uſed to 


fend ſyndics perpetually to London to trouble the 


court and embarraſs the governour. As to the 
Duke of Argyle's barracks, I have already given 
an account of them. The anſwer, which the lieu- 
tenant-governour made to the jurats, is contained 
in the letter, which J have juſt now copied. But 
obſerve only, that whereas this gentleman ſays, 
that they offered to give up the moiety of the 
STANQUE, I ſay that they deſired the lieutenant- 

overnour to give them the F wHoLE of that duty 
1n their Petition of November 27th 1763. 


He goes on T: And be afterwards took the li- 
berty to ſeize this conſiderabſe revenue for his own pur- 
Poſes, in violation of the royal order®”* In the firſt 


® See the Libel, ſection 8. | 
+ They ſent a verbal meſſage to the lieutenant-governor 
by the fiſcal, and Dr. Segui, to offer him the half of it: but 
that was long after this petition was given in, not till June 
arg and after the cotnplaints had been ſent here from Eng- 
and, 
1 See the Libel, ſection 8. 
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lace, Sir, he never did ſeize this revenue; in the 
next, by his majeſty's inſtructions, as he was di- 
rected, he . the remainder of that duty for 
the year 1763 to be paid into my hands, and the 
greateſt part of it to be laid out in the public 
works I have deſcribed above. But to let you into 

a ſecret, Sir, if he had ſeized, as you call it, the 
reader of that revenue for the year 1763, he 
had only taken his own. The French, as they 
had a right to do, took part of that duty; they 
might have taken the whole : but monſieur Cauſan, 
the French intendant, expreſly told colonel John- 
ſton, when he was at Paris, that the marquis de 
Puiſmeux had ordered him to leave behind him 
that remainder of the langue“ as a preſent from 
him to the ſucceeding Engliſh commander in chief. 
During the year 1764 1 continued. to receive the 
Same duty from the collecter Mr. Mir, firſt by the 
lieutenant-governour's order, and afterwards by 
order of lieutenant-colonels Mackeliar and Wren, 
and colonel Craufurd : fo that the lieutenant-go- 
vernour might yery well ſay, and with the ſtricteſt 
truth, before the privy-council, that he had left 
the product of the year 1764 in the collectors hands; 
for I did not receive any part till long after he was 
gone: and yet you have the candor to inſinuate 
that he told a falſehood before the king and coun- 
cil, As to the anchorage duty, I received it, and 
have allo paid it for public ales. The lazaretto was 
thought rather a 2 ous thing, becauſe the qua- 


This appears till ſtronger under Monſieur Cauſan's own 
hand, in a paper dated iſt june, 1763, left with lieutenant- 
colonel 22 who was commiſſioned- on our part to re- 
* ſome particulars relative to the ceſſion of the iſland; 

e words are as follow: Laquelle ſomme nous laiſons a 
Ia diſpoſition de tenverneur Britanniguc. avant 4 intention de 


zetre cout.” - 
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rantine-iſland was of too little extent to contain a 
proper plan, and too near the land, to be ſecure 
againſt the danger of an infection. But ſome 
ſhelter being thought neceſſary, there is a part of 
a plan executed ſince, perhaps as good as the place 
will admit of, though not ſo good as might be 
wiſhed for. The n told the 
privy- council truih, when he ſaid, that the ancho- 
rage duty had been employed in repairing the 
PraTique-houſe. For he could not mean (as you 
are pleaſed to make him) the houſe on quarantine- 
iſland, as no repairs had been made there at that 
time. If it has been ſo underſtood, you ground 
your accuſation upon a verbal miſtake, 


* Mr. Theodore Alexiano has done the Engliſh 
great ſervice: he commanded a party of 40 of his 
countrymen in the caſtle, during the ſiege, and 
behaved well, which is more than all the love and 
loyalty of the Minorquins amounted to, and there- 
fore they cannot forgive him. He afterwards 
ſerved as a commiſſary and interpreter upon the ex- 
pedition to the Havanna, and with approbation. 
This man is ſtill captain of the port, and had ſome 
ſtones from the quarantine-ifland, to do a very 
uſeful public work, which was immediately want- 
ed, and theſe were the neareſt ſtones at hand. As 
to the man, I think, I may venture to affirm, he 
has more merit in all reſpects than the greatly be- 
loved gentleman that was diſplaced ; a man almoſt 
beneath giving a character of: and by whom, or 
for what he was beloved, I cannot gueſs, unlAts it 
was by jurats and councils for caballing with them 
| againſt their governour. He was allowed to be a 
3 man without credit or capacity, and his folly put 


See the Libe!, ſection 10. 
D 2 it 


„ | 
it ont of his power to ſupport the character of an 
honeſt man, it he was one. He was ſaid to be ge- 
rerous, but it was at other people's coſt, and fo 
obliging, that he minded every body's buſineſs but 
his own; and in the end, this greatly beloved man 
left the iſland by ſtealth, in a ſtate of bankruptcy 
and diſhonour, ans 1 


On the dib of. February 1764, the lieutenant-gover- 
nour, * ſays the libeller, publiſhed a confirmation from 
his majeſty of their rights and privileges: no body 
denies it; but it is poſitively denied, that his pro- 
ceedings were arbitrary, or illegal, either before 
or after; or that he did any thing that was con- 
trary to the king's orders, in any reſpect. He 
permitted no monopolies, eſtanques, or exciſes; 
nor did he impoſe any duties, but what were pro- 
per and neceſſary for the good of the ſervice, and 
not applied for his private uſe: and the duties 
were all continued by the gentlemen, whom you 
call juſt, honourable, beloved and eſteemed. He 
granted a paſs, at commodore Harriſon's requeſt, to 
+ Mr. Perſano, who, though not born a Britiſb 
ſubject, had ſerved on board our fleet more than 
two ycars, during the war, and was therefore, by 
act of parliament, entitled to the privileges of one; 
and that paſs was afterwards confirmed by the lords 
of the admiralty. He refuſed a paſs to one Duncan, 
a Scotchman, for very good reaſons, which ſome 
people know to their coſt. He at firſt refuſed 
paſles to ſome natives, who had been very active 
in fitting out privateers againſt the Engliſh, before 
they well knew whether Engliſh or French were to 
be their maſters ; and for that reaſon, ſurely there 


® See the Libel, ſection 11. 
+ See the Libel, ſection 11. 
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could be no impropriety, or could it be called per- 
ſonal, but national reſentment. But they had paſ- 
ſes ſoon afterwards, which was more than they de- 
ſerved. The inſinuation of his having any private 
concern in paſſes, he deſpiſes, as the weak ſug- 
geſtion of a bad heart. On the contrary, he has 
taken more pains than any of his predeceſſors ever 
did to put a ſtop to that vile practiſe of paſs-jobbing, 
which was but too common among your country- 
men, and of which the Hndic himſelf is a ſhame- 
ful, though living victim. The preference, you 
ſay, he gives French merchants, I know nothing 
of. : he made companions of none, French, Eng- 
liſh, Jewiſh, or Minorquin; if he at times laid out 
money with hem preferably, it may be prefumed, 
the preference was given to the price of the mer- 
chandize, and not to the people. If you mean 
that he permitted them to reſide in the ifland, you 
will find he did it, not from his oπmu authority, but 
in conſequence of the following letter. 


London, Auguſt 19th, 1763; 


SIR, 
te am commanded by the king to acquaint you, 
that the court of France has repreſented, that all 


the French merchants eſtabliſned in Minorca had 
been ordered to leave that iſland by the 29th of 


September, though the definitive treaty of peace had 
reſtored that general correſpondence and inter- 


courſe between the two nations, which permits the 
ſubjects of both crowns to reſort to, and reſide in 
any of the poſſeſſions of either power in Europe, 
without any exceptions, in the fame manner, as 


E See the Libel, ſedion 11. 
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was practiſed before the war; when it does not 
appear, that French merchants had been excluded 
from the iſland of Minorca. As none of the let- 
ters, which I have received from colonel Lambart, 
ſince he took poſſeſſion of the ſaid iſland, have 
ever mentioned any ſuch order, the king fuppoſes 
there muſt be ſome miſtake in this matter, and that 
no order can be iſſued out at Minorca, inconſiſtent 
with the correſpondence and friendſhip renewed 
between the tu courts, and with the rules and 
practiſe in that iſland, before the war. It is how- 
ever the king's pleaſure, that you do forthwith 
make a full and exact report of what has given 
riſe to this repreſentation, with your reaſon for 
any orders you ſhall have iſſued on this ſubject, 
that a proper anſwer may be given to the court of 
France: and in caſe any thing of this nature ſhall 
have proceeded from a miſtake, or miſunderſtand- 
ing, as if the ſubjects of France had not the ſame 
[$3118 privileges of reſiding at Minorca, as well as in all 
| | il | the other Britiſh, dominions in Europe, you will 
FF take care, that the fame be immediately ſet right 


On and that any French ſubjects at Minorca, who ſhall 
1 'behave themſclves properly, be treated in the ſame 
| 4 £ manner, they uſed formerly to be in time of peace; 
. unleſs fome irregularity, or miſconduct on their 
N ! part ſhall juſtify a different treatment, of which 
45 you will not fail, to tranſmit a particular account 


| BE to be laid before. the king, 


* 
— 
— 


I am with great truth and regard, 

FIG SIR, 

l Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

BUN | EGREMONT.” 


— ñ— — — 
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uch is the preference, which the lieuteriant: 
governor gave to the French merchants ! 


The libeller adds Moreover the lieutenants 
governor” * employs perſons formerly employed by the 
French government. That the lieutenant-gover- 
nour employs men in the affairs of government, 
who were employed by the French, is very true: 
they made choice of the beſt men they could find 
and he does the ſame; not becauſe they had ſerved 
the French, but becauſe they are men of approved 
integrity and capacity. Þ+ Dr. Segui and Sancho, 
the gentleman, who you ſay went to Paris ona 
ſpecial agency, is perhaps one of the firſt of your 
countrymen in both thoſe reſpects, and the man 
you contend for, the old fiſcal, has Perhaps the 
leaſt pretenſions to any merit of the former kind, 
of which the reader may judge from the character 
already given of him. He likewiſe, though you 
do not tell it, made application to the French for 
employment, but was refuſed : they Knew his hiſ- 
tory, and were too well apprized of the trouble 
and confuſion he had bred in Minorca, to have 
any thing to do with him. This man was ſuſpend- 
ed by Mr. Blateney by the advice of two doctors 
of law; natives of the iſland, and men of repu- 
tation and worth : the ſuſpenſion was approved 
of by his late majeſty, and Mr. Blakeney was or- 
dered to recommend another perſon for his em- 
ployment ; but the French invaſion prevented his 
doing it. Upon our recovering the iſland, this 
ſuſpenſion was again approved of, and confirmed 
by his preſent majeſty ; and the ſame order, that 
had been given to Mr. Blakeney, was repeated to 


See the Libel, ſection 12. 
+ See the Libel, ſection 12. 
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Mr. Jobnſton, who, in conſequence of it, recom- 
mended the preſent fiſcal Doctor Segui, whoſe cha- 
rater is ſuch as leaves no room to apprehend dif- 
credit to his patron. That“ the-weights and mea- 
ſures were given to a Greek is true, and to the ſame 
Theodore Alexiano, whom we have already men- 
tioned, and who well deſerves all that has been 
8 him. The author's worthy. man was not. 
diſplaced by us, but by the fortune of war: in- 
deed we did not repiace him, for notwithſtanding, 
the obligations he owed the Britiſh government. 
he ated very unworthily by it. Upon the firſt 
alarms of the invaſion, he, as already mentioned, 
offered of his own accord, to go, into the caltle,, 
and carry ſome of his dependents with him, but 
no ſooner had the enemy. appeared, than his love 
and loyalty ſubſided, or perhaps his courage, and: 
the worthy man was no more to be heard of, If 
this man's family had any merit to plead in former 
times, it ſeems to have been abundantly rewarded: 
with the two firſt eccleſiaſtical livings upon the 
iſland, which are ſtill in poſſeſſion of his brother. 


＋ As to the ſteps taken by the lieutenant-gover- 
nour in regard to the chamber of health, they are 
now laid before the privy- council, and therefore 
what I have to ſay may be immaterial ; but the 
ſubject falls ſo. much in my way, that I cannot 
well paſs ir. I muſt therefore ſay, that of all the 


| Pe upon the iſland, I think the jurats the 


moſt improper for a charge of that kind, not only 
as it muſt at times take them off from the proper 
buſineſs of their department, but likewiſe becauſe 
they are all of them people, who having never 


* See the Libel, ſection 10. 
+ Sec the Libel, Section 13. 
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been at ſea, are afraid of going upon the water 
many times, when other people would not be ſo; 
and by that means ſhips lay ſometimes in quaran- 
tine for ſeveral days longer than they ought. Be- 
ſides jurats are ſo little acquainted with the com- 
merce and ſituation of the different parts of the 
world, even the Mediterranean, that they muſt de- 
pend entirely upon other people's information for 
their conduct. Their claiming the direction of 
the department of health as a privilege, is barefaced 
and abſurd ; for when this iſland was under the 
dominion of Spain, the governours always, by the 
king's authority, took upon themſelves the ma- 
nagement of that important concern, and had a 
power of ordering the jurats to be ſtrictly attentive 
to its preſervation, which was all the ſhare they 
had in that buſineſs, and is all the foundation they 
now have to claim the regulation of it to them- i; 
ſelves as @ privilege, as is fully proved by what 1. 
now lies before the privy-council upon that com- . 

laint; and for the reaſons above mentioned, it is 

ighly probable they would not have been at all 
employed about it, if the commerce of the iſland 
at that time had not been too low for the purpoſe | 
of a chamber or board of health, which is not now 9 
the caſe. But whether the jurats are concerned in # 
that department or not, it 1s very reaſonable, and 
indeed common ſenſe dictates, that the governour 
or commander in chief ſhall have the appointing 
of the other officers belonging to it. He has-peo- 
ple's merit and ſervices to reward, which is a pu- | 
blic good, and ought to take place of the private .F 
intereſt of jurats and their connexions. The au- | 
thor is again unlucky in his charge * of French at- 
tachments; Doctor Francis Segui and Syntes, to 


of See the Libel, ſection 13. N | 
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whom the regiſters and ſeal were delivered, wat 
employed for his probity and capacity by the gene- 
rals Offarrel, Mymard, and Blakeney, and was im- 
priſoned by the French, upon their landing, left 
he ſhould give intelligence to the Engliſh. After 
the evacuation of the iſland, it was by this very 
man's application and addreſs, that the two Eng- 
liſh commiſſaries, who were left behind to take 
care of the ſick, were reſcued from the affectionate; 
loyal jurats of Mahon, who applied to the French 
commander in chief, to have them ſeized for ſome 
trifling debts, which they pretended were due to 
them from the Engliſh. The fame merit, which 
recommended this man firſt to the Engliſh, pro-. 


cured him afterwards credit with the French, and 


now pleads in his behalf with the Engliſh again; 
with whom it is too well eſtabliſhed for this author 
to deſtroy.—“ There were no injurious ſteps 
taken by My. Jobnſton, nor any that were attended 


with bad effects. The French merchants were per- 


mitted to export their corn, becauſe no body would 
urchaſe it. The very jurats, who made the com- 
laints, had the refuſal of it. If a governour had 
ſtopped it after that, the merchants might juſtly 
accuſe him of doing an injuty, as well as proſecute 
him for damages. The merchants being French- 
men could be no fault of the governour's ; if they 
had been of any other country, he, according to 
the rules of equity, muſt have acted in the ſame 
manner, The famine was entirely owing to the 
jurats themſelves, in not providing ſufficient ma- 
gazines of corn in due time, which was their in- 
iſpenſable duty; but which they ever neglect T. 

| That 


6 gee the Libel, ſection 14. | [- 

+ In the year 1766, the jurats of Mehon having applied to 

the licutenant-governour for 10 detain a cargoe of * we 
| n 
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That colonel Craufurd was a gentleman of juſ- 
tice and honour, no body denies ; and that colonel 
Johnſton is likewiſe ſo, no body will deny, but 
Minorquin councils, and they muſt deny it, other- 
wiſe the whole world will be convinced they have 
injured him. But we know of nothing that was 
rectified by colonel Craufurd, nor even altered, but 
that of the market, the bad conſequence of which 
was ſoon felt, as we have already obſerved : and if 
he had lived a little longer, he would in all proba- 
bility have put it upon its former footing. 
+ That his ſucceſſor was in high favour with ſome 
Minorquins I know well, particularly councils and 
deputies, becauſe he allowed them to do what 
they pleaſed. Whether his proceedings were juſt 
and honourable is no part of my buſineſs to exa- 
mine; but I am perſuaded they would have been 


ſtined for another place, in order to ſubſiſt the inhabitants of 
Minorca; and, upon taking the corn, having promiſed to 
pay the merchants out of the produce of the fale, they ſold 
the ſame, gave in an account, ſent part of the money to their 
ſyndic in London, and remained in debt to the merchant pro- 
prietors about 500 pounds ſterling; for which payment the 
Genoeſe proprietors have made to the heutenant-governour 
ſeveral repreſentations, without having been able to obtain 
it, becauſe the magiſtrates of Mahon have neither corn, nor 
money. 
The ſame thing happened this year with regard to the 
king's tenths, which having bought at a lower price, they 
ſold the greateſt part of it at a moſt exorbitant one, and out 
of the produce of it have {.nt 200 pounds to the ſyndic. 

The lieutenant-governour has received likewiſe divers re- 
' preſentations from different merchants at Leghorn and Mar- 
ſeilles, complaining of the magiſtrates of Mahon, in relation 
to ſeyeral cargoes of corn, which they have furniſhed them 
with, but have not yet been paid for; a circumſtance, that 
not only brings diſcredit to the iſland, but is very deſtructive 
to its commerce. 

* See the Libel, ſection 16, 

+ See the Libel, ſe-iion 17, 
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thought much more ſo, if he had followed his own 


judgment, inſtead of other people's advice, much, 
his inferiors both in underſtanding and goodneſs of 


heart, as well as in rank. When you ſay, he be- 


gan building the barracks with the approbation of 
the court, you talk at rapdom ; he received a re- 
primand for doing it, as appears by a letter from 
the ſecretary of ſtate, dated 23d Auguſt 1765, and 
received at Mahon the 13th of the month follow- 
ing. His applying, a fund for building them, 
which from 1ts original inſtitution had been deſtin- 
ed for other purpotes, would have been a piece of 
preſumption even in a governour, if he had done it 
of his own accord, and much more ſo in an occa- 
ſional commander. — As to the merit of building 


_ barracks, I beg leave to tell you that colonel Fohn- 


ſton has a right to claim the fr/t ſhare of it: he 
propoſed the thing himſelf ſome time before he 
left the iſland ; had been ſeveral times upon the 
ſame ſpot to examine the ground, and had ordered 
plans and deſigns to be made out. His call to go 
home prevented farther ſteps being taken at that 
time; but if he had remained, it is more than 


\ probable, that the deſign would have been by this 


time compleatly executed, though he would not 
have gone ſo precipitately-to work, as to under- 
take ſuch an affair, without a proper fund or pro- 
per ſanction for carrying it on. | 


That colonel Johnſton's return might be diſa- 
greeable to ſome Minorquins, I am very ſenſible of. 
They are a people much given to aſking of favours, 
and they knew they could not with propriety aſk 
any from a gentleman, whom they had ſo groſsly 
injured. That after his arrival in the iſland hs 


o See the Libel, ſcckion 18. 
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government was no milder than it was before is 
certainly very true, for there was no occaſion. It 
was both before and after carried on with propriety, 
ſenſe and ſpirit, as all governments ought to be. 
Ihe expence that was occaſioned to the iſland 
by his application to court fer time to go through 
his part of the commiſſion was owing to the uni- 
verſities themſelves, or if you pleaſe, their depu- 
ties;. for if they had waited his arrival, that the 
affair might be carried on juſtly under the eye of 
both parties, that expence would have been ſaved: 
but, inſtead of thar, they (notwithſtanding the 
many remonſtrances that I myſelf as his agent made 
to the contrary) began, and hurried on their part 
with all the diſpatch they could, in hopes of get- * 

ting through the whole, before his arrival, and 
thereby to conceal the many petty-fogging chi- 
caneries, that were ſo obviouſly practiſed upon 
that occaſion, and which appeared afterwards in 
the moſt glaring colours. 


+ That the lieutenant-governour, upon his ar- 
rival, ordered the building of the barracks to be 
diſcontinued, is undoubtedly true: and it is like- 
wiſe true, that colonel Townſhend ought to have 
done the ſame thing, above two months before, 
when he received the ſecretary of ſtate's letter. 


®* Tet this inſtance ſerve as a ſpecimen, When I cited 
witneſſes to anſwer to the queſtions, on the behalf of the lieu- 
tenant-governour, before the commiſſioners : the memory of 
theſe witneſſes was generally exceeding imperfect and con · 
fuſed; but when they were cited the very next day, to de- 
ſe in behalf of their countrymen, in relation to the very 
ame facts and tranſactions, their memory was then moſt ſur- 
priſingly perfect, accurate, and preciſe. Popery gives its 
votaries great advantages over us Proteſtants in all matters of 
conſcience, or where an oath is concerned. 

i See the Libel, ſection 19. 
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With what propriety could the lieutenant-gover- 
nour, or any man of common underſtanding, go 
on with a work, which there was no fund for, which 
he knew was diſapproved of, and which the uni- 
verſities had 3 8 to do at their own expence, 
many years before? Inſtead of three parts, by 
which we ſuppoſe the author means three fourths, 
there is nothing begun, but the men's barracks 
only, and of them there are about wo thirds of 
the walls, and about one third of the roof done; 
and if there is already an expence of 2000 J. incur- 
red, I can ſafely affirm, that before the men's bar- 
racks alone are compleated, it will require 4000 
more, which is much above the eſtimate of a far 
better plan, that was given in by colonel Town- 
ſhend's own deſire, but rejected. Colonel John- 
ſton refuſed paying the ground-rent, where the 
barracks ſtand, for the fame reaſons that he diſcon- 
tinued building them, and with the ſame propriety. 
That he is endeavouring to procure a fund for 
finiſhing the barracks that are begun, in order to 
lodge the men and officers of a battalion, is very 
true; but the inſinuation of his doing it through 
{clfiſh views he deſpiſes. It is denied that he has 
occaſioned either magiſtrates or people to be at 
unneceſſary expences ; and it will probably appear 
ſoon, that the magiſtrates have put both him and 
the people to a great expence without cauſe : in 
which caſe it is to be hoped they will be obliged 


to indemnify him ; and it were but juſtice to the 


public, that ſuch of them as are able ſhould do it 
out of their own purſes, in order to chaſtiſe their 
petulance. All the reſentment he has ſhewn for 
their complaints has been to deſpiſe them, which 
is the proper treatment of ſuch as are groundleſs, 
as well as of the authors of them. | 


The 


. 


The pretended threatening of magiſtra 
agents, and deputies, with the conſequences yo 
would fain aſcribe to it, is too ridiculous to merit 
a ſerious anſw-r; yet we mult not omit tellin 
you, that when you gave out an inſinuation E 
that kind, you ought in juſtice to have mentioned 
what the threats were, that it might appear, whe- 
ther their deaths were more probably owing to the 
influence of them, than to the infirmity of their 
conſtitutions, which is well known to have been 
their real cauſe. DELETE, NH te ts 


The ſecretary was impriſoned, not by the lieute- 
nant-governour, but by the aſſeſſor, his majeſty's 
chief judge, who ought to have impriſoned him 
long before, and, by the iſland laws, to ſentence 
his right-hand to be cut off; for his offence was 
real, and not pretended, as appears fairly by the 
trial. The lieutenant governour knew well, that he 
had not taken the depoſitions faithfully againſt 
him, but quite the reyerſe, and therefore objected 
to him. But ſince it 1s not urged, that He had 
choien a ſecretary, who took depoſitions as he 
pleaſed, I think the ſubject not worth purſuing 
any farther. That he ſignified his diſpleaſure to 
zxerſons of reverence is true, and he did ſo ve 
juſtly: they departed from their characters, and 
many governours would have baniſhed them from 
the iſland for their conduct. Some of them bid 
fair for it till, and are not likely to reclaim, un- 
til it is done, E 


who ſeems chielYy to aim at making of money, is 


* See the Libel, ſection 20. 
+ Sce the Libel, ſection 21. 
| unde- 


+ That a perſon is not fit to govern the iland, 
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undeniable; and you might have gone further, 
ſuch a man is not fit to govern any place. But 
in what reſpect do you apply that to colonel Jobn- 
fon? or how do you make your inſinuation good? 
If it is not fairly proved, you deſerve to be chaſ- 
tiſed for it: hat you knew, and have therefore 
concealed your name. I may venture to affirm, 
that none of his predeceſſors have made ſo little 
advantage of his ſituation in point of enriching 
himſelf as ke has done; nor have any of them 
been more attentive to the good of the iſland, or 
endued with more judgment and capacity to pro- 
mote it; the effects of which would have appeared, 
if magiſtrates and councils had not taken up ſs 
much of his attentien with their malicious com- 
plaints. What French aſcendancy prevails in the 
iſland? If you mean the toleratioa of French mer- 
chants, you ſee they are permitted to reſide, by 
the king's order: if you mean that Dr. Sequi and 
Sancho, and Dr. Sequi and Syntes ought to be turn- 
ed out of their poſts, becauſe they were employed 
by the Fzexcs, 1 fear your hint will not be under- 
ood ; their characters are proof againſt your ma- 
lice. But the ſecret, the real purport of this inſi- 
nuation is in fact no other than that your objections 
to the men are for the ſake of their employments, 
which you would have given to people attached to 
the Britiſh crown; and you would have it under- 
ſtood, that theſe people are the old chicaning fiſcal, 
and his perfured nephew: werthy people truly, to 
make an iſland happy ! I leave the reader to judge 
of their merit from the characters already given of 
them, which we can affirm to be genuine, 


* The Minorquins have never been denied a fair 
hearing, and colonel Johnſton never deſired nor 


dee the Libel, ſection 22. 
. | attempted 
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attempted more; though they have manifeſtly en- 
deavoured to deprive him of it, which you cannot 
but know. — That doctor John Font has acted too 
long as aſſeſſor ſeems rather evident: his great age 
is the only apology that can be made for his con- 
duct for ſeveral years paſt; and if there have not 
been fteps taken to remove him, I think there 
ſhould : whatever may be his character, the fa- 
tigues of his employment are too many for his 
years: 


*The love, loyalty, attachment, affection, &c. 
of the Minorquins you have repeatedly ſpoke of 
in the moſt favourable terms; and I have already 
remarked in what manner th-y wete exerted, when 
put to a fair trial. I know there are ſome loyal, 
affectionate, good men amongſt them; and I am 
very certain there would be many more, were it 
not for your magiſtrates and ſome of the clergy. 
who both graſp for power, when it is but too ap- 
parent; it would be much happier for the ifland, 
if both the one and the other had much leſs than 
they have. 


Under the cloke of the good of the iſland, they 
endeavour to obtain the management of all public 
money; and with a pretence of ſaving the people 
from the oppreſſion of governours, they pocket 
all they can themſelves. To make this go down 
the better, or rather to lieighten the deception, 
they get the clergy to play to their hand, and cry 
out, The church is in danger.” To verify this, 
I ſhall go no farther back than the days of that 


warm, ſenſible patriot, the late Jurat-major of 


| See the Libel, ſection 23. 
E. Ala bon, 
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* Mahon, who, from never being known worth y 
dollars in the world, laid out four or five hundred, 
in the purchaſe and improvement of a houſe, dur- 
ing the juratſhip; and yet the cant is, That jurats 
are out of pocket. The choice of this gentleman to 
the employment + ſerves likewiſe as a proof of 
ſome 6 þ that juſtice and impartiality (boaſted of by 
the author) with which the iſland was governed, 
when he was choſen. You mean to work up a 
conſtitution, that can admit of good pickings for 
magiſtrates; and at the fame time, that governours 
have the charge of preſerving and improving the 
iſland, you would have the means of doing it 
lodged in your loyal, affectionate hands, which I 
ſhoutt think cannot be very conſiſtent with ſound 


- 


policy. 

I allow you ſome merit in occaſionally lending 
your money and corn; but not a great deal: The 
money has always been paid with intereſt, when 
you wanted it, perhaps ſooner, and the corn the 
ſame. But you will find you never lent, and re- 
ceived payment of corn, under the ſame circum- 
ſtances with the caſe you mention of the commi/- 
ſary T. The parallel is therefore not fair; and if 
the governour had done what you ſo ſelfiſhly de- 
fired, the commiſſary muſt have been a ſimple 


* Dr. Mercadal. c 

+ A jurat-major of Ciudadela (formerly the capital) ought, 
by the ancient laws of the iſland, to be worth about 50 
pounds per annum. it were to be wiſhed that the ſame 
regulation obtained through the other diſtricts. 

t This may perhaps want clearing up to a reader not upon 
the ſpot ; but the commiſſary having paid a very high price 
at Barcelona for the corn, he lent it to the magiſtrates, on 
condition of being repaid at the rate it coſt him in ſpecie, or 
that value in corn. 


man, 


6-0-3 


man, had he not objected to the propoſal, becauſe 


it would have been putting a good deal of money 
into your pockets, which his own had a much bet- 
ter right to, and was his due. 


The natives and iſland of Minorca muſt be ſup- 
poſed ſubject to the ſame form of government and 
laws, which ſubſiſted when the iſland belonged to 
Spain, and no other. All their pretenſions are 
clearly pointed out in the treaty of Utrecht, and 
they can claim nothing farther ; nor was there any 
thing elſe, that we know of, given by Queen 
AnNe, or granted by any of her royal ſucceſſors. 
The promiſes made by general Stanhope, and the 
duke of Argyle, as obſerved before, were all ſunk 


by that treaty'; conſequently whatever they en- 


gaged their word for, not being included in the 
capitulation, muſt, if obtained, have been a gra- 
tuitous conceſſion, which depended entirely upon 
the pleaſure of the crown to grant or not, Beſides 
the eftenque and anchorage duties (the great object 
of the magiſtrates, and the ſtaniding bone of con- 
tention) were eſtabliſhed long after we got pol- 
ſeſſion of the ifland. How then can your magi(- 
trates claim a right to the management of them, 
as one of their privileges? or with what propriety 
can you expect that one of the beſt, and molt ſen- 
ſible governments in the world, ſhould give up 
public money to the diſpoſal of ſuch people as 
your * magiſtrates are ? ; 

If 


* To give a ſpecimen of this people's capacity for manag- 
ing public money, I ſhall in tance in only one fact, which 
happened but a few days ago. {i he univerfity of Mahon, 
being deeply involved in debt, and upon the brink of vank- 
reptcy, the lieutenant governour propoſed that the mag'i!- 
trates and council ſhould have a meeting wich ſoine of the 

E 2 prin- 
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If they had chearfully given the ſupplies and 
aſſiſtance you boaſt of, how came the magiſtrates to 
be ſo full of letters of complaint, on the ſubjects 
of wood, oil, and quarters, from governour Kane's 


time downwards? That the Minorquins never 


made complaints, but on extraordinary occaſions, 
may be true; and very extraordinary they muſt 
have been, if like unto the preſent. 


* The pay and honours of military officers you 
can have nothing to do with : why therefore do 


principal people of property and underſtanding, to confider 
of ways and means to extricate them from their diſtreſs ; and 
amongſt other things . gry that they ſhould borrow mo- 
ney at 6 per cent. which was then to be had, and pay off 
their debts at 8 per cent. the intereſt they had hitherto paid, 
and for conſiderable ſums. The propoſal was much approved 
of by ſome, but by others warmly oppoſed. One of their 
clerks, who fancied himſelf fertile in expedients, ſaid, that 
there was no neceſſity of recurring to lach innovations; for 
he had a ſcheme to propoſe, which would pay off the debts 
at once : this was, to ballot the poſſeſſions of the univerſity, 
and draw, and fell as many as would be ſufficient for the pur- 
oſe. Another anſwered, that that was a very good plan for 
— whe had no poſſeſſions to loſe; and aſked him 122 
to ballot his cleriſhip along with them; which ſurpriſed the 
clerk ſo much, that he was one of the firſt to drop the ſcheme. 
Another, profound in the law, fancying himſelf of equal 
depth in politics, ſaid, it would be improper to take fach 
meaſures at that juncture ; ſince by the laſt accounts from My. 
Pons their hyndic, he had preſented a memorial to his majeſty, 
in which he petitioned, that the magiſtrates might have the 
produce of the gſanque and anchorage duties, firſt for finiſh- 
ing the barracks, and then for ſuch uſes of the univerſity, as 
their wiſdom ſhould think proper. This oracular ſpeech had 
the deſired effect; and, the wiſer p#rt not having the moſt 
influence, it was agreed to: ſo that not reflecting, that it 
would be a conſiderable gain to the univerſity to ſave 2 per 
cent. in the intereſt of their debts, whether their petition was 
granted or not, the aſſembly broke up, and no farther ways 
and means were thought of. 
* See the Libel, ſection 25. 
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you mention them? I hope you do not mean, that 
your magiſtrates ſhall have the dire&ion of the 
military likewiſe ? It is doubtleſs the height of pre- 
ſumption in you, to take upon you to judge, whe- 
ther officers are well or ill paid. Or do you intro- 
duce this A to enhance the: merit of your 
countrymen for doing things gratis, and giving 
their [aſſiſtance without pay? If you had known 
the world, you would not have touched upon this 
topic ; for there is not a country perhaps that does 
leſs, at the ſame time that you have from thirty 
to fifty thouſand pounds a year ſpent amongſt you, 
for articles, which you would not know what to 
do with. England, the leaſt ſoldier-ridden coun- 
try in Europe, does all you do, and a great deal 
more; it furniſhes beds, bedding, and kitchen 
utenſils : with what reaſon then can you complain 
of any grievance of this nature ? 


* Your repeated cant of the love, loyalty, &c. 
of the natives ſurpriſes me {till leſs, than your ſay- 
ing, that they are actually treated like sLaves un- 
der the preſent commander: but really, Sir, no 
one, but a perſon guilty of perjury, could be ca- 
pable of ſuch an affertion. What can you mean? 
Can you expect that a governor ſhall make com- 


panions of your attornies, notaries, tinkers, tay- 


lors, and ſhoemakers; ſhake hands with them, 
when he meets them ; invite them to his houſe, and 
entertain them? No; if you expect all this, you 
betray your ignorance of the world : no gentle- 
man will ſtoop to it; even your Spaniſh gover- 
nours were above ſuch a condeſcenſion; and ſurely 
there are many intermediate ranks in life between 
ſlaves, and ſuch as are qualified for companions to 


See the Libel, ſection 26. 
E 3 a gover- 
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a governour. They, as they always had, have it 
in their power to be happy and at their eaſe, with- 
out the enjoyment of ſo much familiarity. They 
are no more ſaves, than they were under his im- 
mediate predeceſſor in command, your univerſally 
eſteemed and beloved. I know very well that 
ſome of you want to have the lieutenant-gover- 
nour removed; but why ſhould you recur to ſuch 
low artifices to obtain it? Can you imagine that 
your aſſertions ſhall be credited without enquiry ? 
and that the honour and -intereſt of a gentleman 
of diſtinguiſhed ſervice, merit, rank and connec- 
tions ſhall be ſacrificed to the petulant and mali- 
cious kumour of an inſignificant party, who would 
probably ſtarve but for the cabals of their own 
making, and whoſe oppoſition is kept up from 
an apprehenſion of his reſentment for the groſs in- 
juries they have done him. But here I muſt tell 
you, what perhaps you have not thought of, That 
ſucceeding governours will in all probability reſent 
the injuries of the preſent more than he will do 
himſelf. 


* You ſay, © That for theje 54 years paſt, there 
have been above twenty commanders, who have all 
been agreeable to the people, except three, viz. Mr. 
Anſtruther, Mr. Blakeney, and Mr. Fchnſton, and 
againſt them there have been complaints : but give 
me leave to put you in mind (of what you have 
left out, I ſuppoie, more through cunning than 
ignorance) that there were complaints and ſyndics 
lent at /wo different times againſt Mr. Kane, al- 
though no man poſſeſſed greater qualities, or could 
deſerve better ot the iſland than he did; for, not- 
withſtanding all the diſcouragement and oppoſition 


See the Libel, ſection 26, 


he 
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he met with, he made it, what it would not have 
been otherwiſe, a country fit for civilized beings to 
live in. Now the command of theſe four gentle- 
men makes up above forty years of the period you 
mention ; and the quick ſucceſſion of intermediate 
commanders could hardly afford time for the inha- 
bitants to conceive umbrage at, or at leaſt to form 
complaints againſt them. | 


Your repeated and ill- grounded applications to 
court have been the cauſe of the preſent difficulties 
you labour under, and not your burdens, taxes, 
or impoſitions; for they are no heavier at this 


time than they have been from the firſt day, and 


the taxes you impoſe now muſt be at leaſt double 
in value to what they were then, as the iſland pro- 
duces above as much more than it did formerly: 
what indeed you do with the difference, would 
perhaps be deviating from the ſubject for me to 
tell; I ſhall therefore paſs it over and purſue my 
remarks. You have been poſſeſſed with the ſpirit 
of complaining to the greateſt degree of abſurdity ; 
for whenever you wanted a favour, or had a point 
to carry, to introduce your requeſt with the greater 
fineſſe, you began your application with complaints 
againſt your governour; and this is now the caſe 
with regard to colonel Fohnſfton. Your complaints 
againſt governour Kane turned out to your ſhame 
and confuſion, and to his honour and credit : thoſe 
againſt Mr. Anſtrutber recovered you ſome money, 
though it was very well known that, by your mean 
arts, you took the advantage of the warmth of his 


temper, and provoked him to do the very things 


that enabled you to carry yaur point againſt him, 
Your complaints againſt Mr. Blakeney the French 
luckily made up for you, and you were not forry 


for the occaſion ; becauſe it was every body's opi- 
E. 4 nion, 
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nion, who knew the ſtate of the diſpute between 
Mr. Blakeney and the Minorquins, that their repre- 
ſentations againit him muſt have ended like thoſe 
againſt Mr. Kane: and it is a received opinion, 
that thoſe againſt Mr. Johnſton will have the ſame 
favourable iſſue, which for my own part I have 
no doubt of. I believe him to be as good a gover- 
nour as he 1s an officer, and as good a man 1n every 
reſpect as any in his majeſty's ſervice; whether in 

ublic or private life; whether in a civil, military, 
Facial or domeſtic character: and I think i it a great 
injuſtice, that his honour and intereſt ſhould ſtand 
within reach of being attacked by thoſe, who have 
neither the one or the other to loſe; which would 
not be the caſe, if liberty in this iland was not 
abuſed into licentiouſneſs, and the lenity of an 
Engliſh government made an incentive to the moſt 
unbounded inſolence. 


I have now ſaid what is neceſſary in anſwer to 
your Libel; and perhaps enough to convince the 
reader, that the complaints of your magiſtrates 
have been, to the greateſt degree, perfidious, fri- 
volous and abſurd ; and that their conduct in graſp- . 
ing at power has been ſo diſhoneſt, that it merits 
ſtripping them of all the authority they have, 
rather than inveſting them with more: and this 
they themſelves ſeem now to be ſenſible of, from 
the advances they have made towards a compoſi- 
tion; as if all that is paſt was to be attoned for by 
ſo light a retribution, But ſuppoſing their con- 
duct in this affair had been ſpotleſs and honeſt; 
{till it is evident they have not the qualities, that 


are indiſpenſably requiſite for exerciſing power 


with propriety. The majority of them are entirely 
unacquainted with the world, without education, 
narrow 1n their circumſtances, and clogged with 


numbers 
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numbers of indigent relations; and as to their 
LOYALTY, it is at beſt but temporary and equivo- 
cal: ſo that it cannot be reaſonably expected they 
can uſe power, either to the advantage of the 
iſland, or with ſecurity to us. The former is but 
too well verified from the preſent low ſtate of their 
finances, and the little that has been done for 
the great ſums that have been raiſed; and the 
proof of the latter in the year 1756 is too recent 
to be forgotten. The power I have been ſpeaking 
of, is the diſpoſal of employments, and public 


money. The governour, as his majeſty's repre- 


ſentative upon the iſland, ought to be the foun- 
tain of rewards and puniſhments ; and therefore 
ſhould have the entire diſpoſal of all employments 
whatſoever, excepting thoſe, filled up by his ma- 
jeſty's authority, of the army, navy, ordnance, and 
patrimony. The public money I mentioned is that 
raiſed upon the iſland by the tax upon lands, and 
houſes ; the exciſe upon ſpirits, and the anchorage- 
duty upon ſhips ; which are the only public reve- 
nues hitherto eſtabliſhed : and to them might ſtill 
be added, perhaps not improperly, ſome other 
duties; ſuch as upon Braſil tobacco, and all Spaniſb 
and French merchandize imported, as well as the 
iſland wine, which is cheap enough to admit of it: 
and the importation of French merchandize is car- 
ried on in.to great a degree by Britiſh, and Minor- 
quin, as well as French merchants, that a duty 
upon it might either raiſe a conſiderable revenue, 
or increaſe the demand of Britiſh manufactures ; 
either of which muſt turn out to advantage. But 
whatever public revenues may be eſtabliſhed, it 
would perhaps be expedient tor the good and quiet 
of the iſland ; and to prevent diſputes and abuſes, 
that the diſpoſal of thoſe duties ſhould not depend 
upon either governour or magiltrates ſeparately, but 
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upon a Regulation to be made for that purpoſe: 
and of ſuch a regulation, I beg leave to offer a 
few heads. 


iſt, That the taxes and duties to be laid being 
agreed upon ; the revenues of each branch- ſhall 
be appropriated to particular ſervices to be expreſsly 
named, and to no other; and no latitude or diſ- 
cretional power to be couched under general terms. 


2d, That the governour ſhall appoint colleFors, 
and proper officers, for receiving the ſaid revenues; 
and that the collectors ſhall make no payments, 
but by an order, in writing, from the governour, 
which order ſhall, before payment, be ſhewn to 
the magiſtrates, to ſee that it is agreeable to the 
regulation fixed upon ; and if it be not, the order 


ſhall ſtill be anſwered, but the giving it ſhall be 


_ deemed a uſt cauſe of complaint againſt the gover- 


nour. 


3d, That the collectors ſhall keep fair and ex- 
act accounts of all the money they receive or pay; 
which accounts ſhall be open to the inſpection of 
every inhabitant when required. 


4th, That the governour ſhall not appropriate, 
or receive any money into his own hands, but ſuch 
ſums as his majeſty ſhall be pleaſed to allow him 
for ſupporting the dignity of his ſtation. 


5th, That the revenues of one branch may be 
applied to the ſervices of another, in caſe of neceſ- 
ſity, by the mutual conſent of the governour and 
magiſtrates ; but not otherwiſe, without his ma- 
jeſty's permiſſion. 


For 
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For preſerving the peace of the iſland, the fol- 


lowing regulations might be of great ſervice. 


iſt, That the magiſtrates ſhall never ſend any 
complaints againſt a governour, without firſt pre- 
ſenting them to him, and demanding redreſs; but 
on his refuſal, they ſhall be at liberty to ſend their 
complaints and Hhyndics, by any opportunity they 
pleaſe. That the expence attending ſuch com- 
plaints (provided they are approved >; 
ſubſtantial and rational inhabitants) ſhall be paid 
by a /and-tax to be impoſed by the magiſtrates for 
that purpoſe; and that they ſhall keep exact ac- 
counts of all monies paid and received on ſuch oc- 
caſions, which ſhall be open to public inſpection at 
pleaſure. 


2d, That if the complaints prove juſt, the gover- 
nour ſhall make the expence gecod to the univerſi- 
ties; but if they prove frivolous and groundleſs, 
the magiſtrates, who made, or ſupported them, 
ſhall indemnity the governour out of their own 
private property; and ſhall find ſecurity for their 
ſo doing, before their complaints are admitted to 
a hearing. | 


zd, That all eccleſiaſtics, whether ſecular or 
regular, who ſhall be known to interfere in civil 
affairs, or promote diſturbance, or diſcontent 
amoneſt the people, or otherwiſe deviate from their 
ſacred character, ſhall be puniſhable by impriſon- 
ment, baniſhment, or otherwiſe, at the gover- 


nour's diſcretion. 


This is ſo far from an indignity to their religion, 
that it will on the contrary be a ſupport to it. A 
governour cannot be ſuppoſed to ule an authority 
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of this kind wantonly, or abſurdly, becauſe it can 
anſwer no end. | 


I could offer many more articles upon this ſub- 
ject; and particularly that magiſtrates, and coun- 
cils, inſtead of being compoſed of a great majo- 
rity of illiterate, low perſons, ſhould conſiſt en- 
tirely of men of ſome property, education, and 
good characters. But leaſt an innovation, how- 
ever beneficial to the public, may be thought an 
infringement upon, what you call, your Conſtitu- 
tion, | ſubmit this point to the deciſion of your 
ſuperiors, and mine. Whether your magiſtrates 
are high or low, rich or poor, this I know for.cer- 
tain, that, while they are permitted to ſport away 
the public money, to give themſelves increaſe of 
power, the iſland will, inſtead of recovering, ſink 
deeper in debt; and the real happineſs, which you 
now enjoy, will dwindle into the miſeries of bank- 
ruptcy and deſpair. 


I. 


AN 


0 


OF THE 


DEPLORABLE STATE: 


OF THE 


ISLAND OF MINORCA, 
AND 


Of the many IN jURIES done to the Inha- 
bitants. under the Command of Lieutenant- 


Governor JOHNSTON, 


—— 


SECTION I. 


TE is neceſſary to premiſe, that on the 15th of 

October 1708, general Stanhope took poſſeſſion 
of the iſland of Minorca; in the name of our ally 
Charles the Third of Spain, and after giving the 
natives thanks for their zeal and aſſiſtance in tak- 


ing it from the French, the ſaid general did, in 
king Charles the Third's name, ratify and confirm 


all the privileges they had enjoyed till the death 


of Charles the Second of Spain; and the iſland 
| being 
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being afterwards yielded to the Engliſh, the duke 
of Argyle, plenipotentiary of queen Anne, did, in 
her majeſty's name, confirm all the cuſtoms and 
privileges, both civil and eccleſiaſtical, on the ſame 
footing they had ever before enjoyed them, with 
this particular declaration, that the Minorquins 
ſhould never have any reaſon to doubt of any pro- 
miſe made by her majeſty. 


8 E C T. II. 


Among other things he promiſed, in the queen's 
name, that barracks ſhould be built for the troops 
in leſs than a year's time, and that ſea- coal ſhould 
be ſent from England for their uſe, adding, that 
by this means the iſland would be freed from their 
heavy contributions; but the not performing theſe 
two articles obliged the inhabitants to ſupply the 
troops with lodging and fire out of the public 
ſtock, as well as oil, water and hay: and allo to 
provide men and horſes for the marching regiments, 
&c. without payment or receiving any ſatisfaction 
for the ſame, except for the hay which the officers 
paid, though leſs than its value : theſe were deem- 
ed by the Minorquins to be ſevere contributions, 
and great grievances. 


SEE. ML 


In 1752, after the iſland had been burdened 
with theſe heavy expences for upwards of forty 
years, complaints had been for ſeveral years pre- 
ſented againſt lieutenant-governor Anſtruther, the 
then commanding officer, for the great oppreſſions 
laid =_ the inhabitants: the natives obtained 
ſome favourable orders from his majeſty and coun- 
cil, which ſpread univerſal joy over all the iſland, 
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and thereby the governors were reſtrained from 


_ ſeizing any part of the duty ariſing from eftanque 


on brandy, and it was confirmed for its former uſe 
and purpoſe ; and by theſe orders they were deli- 
vered from a ſevere ſubjection to the military 
forces. 


SECT. IV. 


After Anſtruther's neceſſary reſignation, general 
Blakeney was appointed governor, and was not a 
little chagrined at theſe new ofders, and exerciſed 
oreat ſeverities on the inhabitants. Mahon, which 
bore the charges of the agency, felt the cruel ef- 
fects of the governor's diſpleaſure ; for advocates, 
judges, and ſecretaries, were there ſuſpended, and 
at once ſtript of their places and honours, which 
they had many years enjoyed by virtue of Britiſh 
royal grants: and his reſentment was carried fo 
far, that he ſent privately wrong informations to 
the court of London, and obtained, under unjuſt 
pretences, a ſort of explanatory orders not agree- 
able to the privileges of the T inorquins, which 
were in ſome reſpects contrary to thoſe of 1752, 
and which were obtained before the Minorquins 
were heard. But no ſooner had theſe clandeſtine 
orders reached the ears of the people, but they 
immediately ſent two agents to London, whoſe 
juſt repreſentations laſted till 1756, and unhappily 
failed of the deſired effect, on account of the 
iſland being invaded and taken by the French. 
The natives not being allowed the uſe of arms, 
could not prevent the landing of the French, but 
however they gave all poſſible aſſiſtance to the 
Engliſh both of money and proviſions : their loy- 
alty and affection to Great Britain was unqueſti- 
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onably experienced both at that time and upwards 
of forty years before. 


e. v. 


When the iſland was reſtored to Great Britain 
in 1763, the natives were then in hopes of the re- 
dreſs of many grievances they laboured under; 
but lieutenant-governor Johnſton, inſtead of alle- 
viating them, did mightily increaſe the weight of 
their burdens, and ſeemed by his conduct to aim 
chiefly at his own intereſt and the making of 
money. 


SECT. vi. 
In the firſt place, he, in his majeſty's name; 
publiſhed orders directly contrary to the late treaty 


of peace, which brought the iſland into the greateſt 
confuſion and perplexity. 


SECT. VII. 


The Minorquins applied thereupon by writing 
to Mr. Johnſton, who, on the 18th of November 
1763, iſſued out a decree, which, in a great mea- 
ſure, was contradictory to what he had before 
publiſhed in the king's name; and a part of it was 


a confirmation of his former orders againſt the late 


treaty of peace : but other articles mentioned in 
the repreſention of the iſland were unnoticed and 


_ unattended to by the ſaid lieutenant-governor, 


which was deſigned to render the ſituation of the 
inhabitants uncertain and perplexed, and to make 
the juſtice of their cauſe appear doubtful. 


SE CiT, 
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SECT. VII. 


The Minorquins offered to give up the product 
of the eſtanque- duty on-brandy; a moiety of which 
belongs to them, in order that proper barracks 
ſhould be built for the ſoldiers, though the duke 
of Argyle, plenipotentiary of queen Anne, had 
promiſed that barracks ſhould be built at her ma- 


jeſty's expence. This appears by the eſtabliſhment 


of this duty by governor Kane, and its approba- 
tion by the royal orders in council of 1752 and 
17533 but notwithſtnading this juſt and reaſonable 
propofal made by the Minorquins, it was altoge- 
ther rejected by Mr. Johnſton, who acquainted 
the magiſtrates in writing that he had no inſtruc- 
tions, neither was it his inclination, to apply any 
part of this duty to the uſe they propoſed ; and 
he afterwards took the liberty to ſeize this conſi- 
derable revenue for his own purpoſes, in violation 
of its firſt eſtabliſhment, and of the royal orders 
before mentioned. 


SECT. IX 


And what is moſt aſtoniſhing is, that he ſhould 
affirm facts before the king and council that are 
contrary to truth; for when the memorials were 
preſented by the agent of the Minorquins, Mr. 
Johnſton declared that he never received any mo- 
ney of the eftanque-duty, but that the ſaid money 
was in the hands of the collector at Mahon, where- 
as the collector has declared on oath before the 
commiſſioners appointed by the king and council 
for examining witneſſes, that he delivered the whole 
amount of this duty to the reverend Mr. Clarke, 
ſecretary to Mr, Johnſton, by his orders; for 
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which he has the proper diſcharges in his poſ- 
ſeſſion. | 


SECT, X. 


Mr. Johnſton acted in the ſame manner with 
the yearly amount of the anchorage- duty eſtabliſhed 
by governor Kane on foreign veſſels only, for the 
purpoſe of building a lazaretto in Mahon, which 
would tend to the increaſe of commerce, and be 
for the benefit of the public: this deſign was alſo 
approved of by his majeſty's royal orders. Upon 
this charge Mr. Johnſton anſwered in writing be- 
fore the king and council, that the axchorage-duty 
had been applied towards repairing the houſe for 
quarantine, &c. whereas thoſe employed in that 
houſe declared upon oath befqre the commiſſioners 
that no repairs had been made there, but on the con- 
trary that a conſiderable quantity of ſtones, which 
the magiſtrates had furniſhed for the lazaretto, 
had been by Mr. Johnſton's permiſſion taken away 
by his friend Theodore Alexiano, a Greek, (who, 
though obnoxious to the people, was made cap- 
tain of the port of Mahon, and an Engliſh officer 
greatly beloved was diſplaced by Mr. Johnſton for 
this purpoſe) and appropriated to the ſaid Alexi- 
ano's uſe to the prejudice of the public, and in 
diſregard of the aforeſaid orders. 


SECT. XL 


On the 8th of February, 1764, Mr. Johnſton 
publiſhed, by writing, in the iſland, that his royal 
maſter had been pleaſed to confirm all their rights 
and privileges, &c. but inſtead of altering his ar- 
bitrary proceedings he rather increaſed them, with- 
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ing new duties, by permitting monopolies, eſtanques 
and other exceſſes, which were expreſly contrary 
to the king's orders; by granting paſſports to fo- 


reigners, though they had no ſhips, which gave a 


ſuſpicion of his having a private concern; for at 
the ſame time he denied paſſports to natives; and 


he alſo gives the preference to French merchants 


before the Englith, which is very prejudicial to 
Britiſh ſubjects. 


SECT. XII. 


Moreover, Mr. Johnſton employs, in the ma- 
nagement of the affairs of government, ſeveral 
perſons tormerly employed by the French govern- 
ment; and allo he has procured royal grants for 
undeſerving perſuns, particularly for one who 
ſerved at Paris as agent againſt Engliſh privateers 
during the late war: Mr. Johnſton recommended 
this French agent to the court of London, and by 
giving information that the place was vacant, ob- 
tained a commiſſion from his majeſty for this agent 
to be advocate-hiſcal in the iſland, though the for- 
mer fiſcal had been only ſuſpended by Mr. Blake- 
ney; and his ſuſpenſion was without cauſe, as is 
manifeſt by the repreſentations made on his behalf 
before his majeſty and council, which did not come 
to a determination in 1756, on account of the 
French invaſion. Mr. Johnſton alſo procured the 
royal grant of the weight and meaſure of the 
iſland tor a Greek, and thereby diſplaced a worthy 
man, who, with his father, had enjoyed that office 
many years. 


SECT. INC 


Mr. Johnſton did alſo take the liberty to make 
ſome very material alterations in the cuſtoms and 
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privileges of health, and permitted a new ſeal to 
be made uſe of, and an alteration in the words it 
formerly contained; and upon his ſecond arrival 
in the iſland, he ordered the magiſtrates not to in- 
rerfere any longer in that tender article he health 
without his privity, and obliged them to deliver up 
the regiſters and plates; and a new ſeal being 
made by his order, he appointed one Francis 
Segui and Syntas, diſtinguiſhed by the French for 
his attachment to their intereſt, to the manage- 
ment of this new ſeal, and the department of 
health, ordering the ſecretary of the magiſtrates 
to have no more concern therein. This matter 
being repreſented to his majeſty and council, an 


order was made to reſtore to the magiſtrates the 


full management of health, and a royal commiſ- 
ſion was iſſued to examine witneſſes about this 


affair. 


S EC T. XIV. 


The many injurious ſteps taken by Mr. John- 
ſton produced very dreadful effects in the iſland : 
the French merchants were permitted to export 
corn and proviſions during a ſcarcity in the iſland 
which brought on ſo great a famine that the inha- 
bitants were in danger of being ſtarved, and did 
at that time apply to his majeſty and council for 
redreſs. 


SECT. XV. 


While the complaints of the iſlanders were thus 
depending, Mr. Johnſton was called home, and. 
was required to make his anſwers to thoſe com- 
plaints exhibited againſt him ; but it is evident 
that his anſwers were not ſatisfactory ; and his 
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majeſty and council were pleaſed to grant a com- 
miſſion to take depoſitions in Minorca about the 
matters complained of. | 


SECT. XVI. 


When Mr. Johnſton left the iſland general Craw- 

ford, a gentleman of juſtice and honour, ſucceeded 
in the command, who immediately 'took the moſt 
effectual means to rectify former irregularities, and 
to put the iſland in a flouriſhing condition: he 
aſſured the people that he would uſe his intereſt 
for obtaining from the king and council ſuch or- 
ders as would anſwer that purpoſe ; but theſe de- 
ſigns could not be executed, that good governor 
being removed a month after by death, to the 
great. lamentation of the inhabitants, 


SECT. XVII. 


After Mr. Crawford's death colonel Townſhend 
arrived in the iſland as the commander thereof : 
this gentlemen was greatly eſteemed and beloved 
by all the people for his juſt proceedings. With 
the approbation of the court and joy of the whole 
iſland, he began the much-deſired building of the 
barracks out of the yearly revenues of the eftanque 
on brandy, which, if it had been finiſhed, would 
have removed a great grievance to the iſland. 


SEC T. N 


While the complaints againſt Mr. Johnfton were 
depending before the king and council, royal com- 
miſſions were iſſued out to examine witneſſes at 
Minorca, He was permitted to return to the 
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iſtand, and it was ſuppoſed that his return would 
be diſagreeable and prejudicial to the Minorquins ; 
therefore means were uſed to prevent his return, 
but without ſucceſs. After he arrived in the 
iſland, his government was not more mild than 
formerly ; for he diſobeyed the royal orders of 
July 17, 1765, for appointing depoſitions to be 
taken on both ſides witkin ſix months. He made 
application to the court at London, and petitioned 
for an indulgence of enlarging the time tor taking 
the depoſitions, which was granted ; but this de- 
lay occaſioned a conſiderable expence to the iſland, 


SECT, AI. 


Soon after Mr. Johnſton's arrival he ordered the 
building of the barracks to be diſcontinued, though 
three parts of them were finiſhed, and about two 
thouſand pounds expended. This ſtop was a great 
loſs to the people, and a diſappointment to his 
majeſty's ſoldiers, and alſo will be hurtful to that 
part of the barracks already built. He refuſed to 
pay the proprietor of the ground where the bar- 
racks are built the yearly rent agreed for by his 
predeceſſor, He has occaſioned the magiſtrates 
and people to be at unneceſſary expences, and 
ſhews his reſentment for their juſt complaints againſt 


him before the king and council. He is now en- 


deavouring to obtain an indulgence for the money 
he received on account of the efanque-duty ; but 
it may be juſtly ſuppoſed that it will appear to be 
an unjuſt and unreaſonable requeſt. And that he 
ſtopt the barracks with an expectation of making 
more money, and of obtaining an indulgence, 1s 
not without ground of ſuſpicion. 

- 


SECT. 


LI 
8 EC T. XX. 


In this ſhort account there is not room to men- 
tion many of his irregularities, in threatening 
magiſtrates, agents and deputies, particularly one 
of the jurats and a ſecretary, now dead ; which 
ſecretary in particular had been much threatened 
by him. He alſo ordered the ſecretary of the com- 
miſſioners to be impriſoned, on pretence of having, 
during the French government, forfeited his fide- 
lity as notary ; but by the ſeveral circumſtances of 
the complaint, it appears to be out of reſentment 
for his having taken the depoſitions faithfully 
againſt him. His government cannot but be very 
diſagreeable to the Minorquins ; for he hath ſhewn 
his reſentment to perſons of reverence and diſtinc- 
tion, on points of the greateſt conſequence. 


S ECT. XXI. 


The many grievances the iſland labours under 
can only be redreſſed by the goodneſs and juſtice 
of his gracious majeſty, which, as faithful ſub- 
jects, they humbly and earneſtly wait for. A per- 
ſon is not fit to govern that iſland who ſeems 
chiefly to aim at making money. Nor can the 
iſland expect any happineſs while French aſcen- 
dancy prevails in it. But it 1s apprehended that 
the moſt effectual means to render it happy, would 
be to reſtore the perſons attached to the Britiſh 
crown to their former ſtations. 


S RCT. 


The Minorquins only deſire to be fairly heard, 


upon any repreſentations made againſt them. J — 
Onn- 
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Johnſton, no doubt, has a right to defend him- 
ſelf as far as is conſiſtent with truth and juſtice: 
and the Minorquins have the ſame right. Mr. 
Johnſton has lately ſent an agent from Minorca to 
the court of London; who, it is ſaid, is commu- 
fioned to get Mr. John Font, his majeſty's aſſeſſor 
in Mahon, removed from that place, which he has 
enjoyed for thirty years and upwards, by virtue of 
Britiſh royal grants. 


SE CT. AXIIL. 


The natives and inhabitants of Minorca have 
upon all occaſions diſcovered their affection to the 
Britiſh government, and endeavoured to ſupport 
it from time to time. On the delivering up the 
iſland to the Britiſh crown after the late peace, 
general Lambert being ſtraitned for money for the 
{ſupport of the ſoldiers, was, upon the firſt notice, 
ſupplied by the natives with the ſum he wanted. 
Whenever the Britiſh commiſſaries wanted corn, the 
magiſtrates of Mahon ſupplied them with it, without 
the leaſt intereſt: but at the time of the ſcarcity 
of corn in the iſland and other places, the Minor- 
quins were unkindly treated ; for they applied to 
Mr. Johnſton, who refuſed to ſpeak in their be- 
half to the commiſſary: but on their own application 
to him, he ſold them ſome, but upon very hard 
terms. | 


S ECT. XXIV. 


The natives of Minorca are not ſuppoſed to be 
under an arbitrary government, for they are to be 
treated as a free people: their liberties, or their 
being a free — was promiſed to them in the 
name of her majeſty queen Anne, and has been 


Con- 
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confirmed by her royal ſucceſſors. They have al- 
ways deſerved the continuance of it, for they hays 
chearfully given the ſupplies and aſſiſtance required 
from them, beſides the yearly tithes of their lands; 
and the Minorquins have never made any com- 

laints but on extraordinary occaſions; and it is 

oped that at this time they will not fail of obtaining 
the deſired redreſs of their grievances, | 


SE CT. XXV. 


The military officers are much honoured, and 
well paid for their ſervices, and therefore they are 
under juſt obligations, upon any emergency, to 
exert themſelves to the utmoſt of their power for 
the preſervation of the iſland; but the natives 
have always given their aſſiſtance without any pay, 
and have ſhewn their love and attachment to the 
Britiſh crown: but notwithſtanding their good be- 
haviour, it may be ſaid that they are really treated 
like ſlaves under the preſent commander. And it 
is not to be doubted but his majeſty's ſubjects the 
Minorquins will obtain relief from a prince, whoſe 
great deſire and endeavour is to preſerve the hap- 
pineſs of the meaneſt of his ſubjects. 


S ECT. XXVI. 


There have been above twenty different Engliſh 
commanding-officers in Minorca for theſe fifty- 
four years paſt: they were all acceptable to the 
people, except three of them. Complaints were 
made againſt Mr. Anſtruther to the king and 
council, and he was found guilty of the charges 
laid againſt him, and was therefore condemned to 
refund the monies by him miſapplied. Fhe com- 

G plaints 
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plaints againſt Mr. Blakeney were not brought te 
2 concluſion, on account of the French invaſion of 
the iſland. Mr. Johnſton is the third governor 
againſt whom complaints have been made; and 
it is thought that he hath exerciſed his ſeve- 
rities even beyond the other two, and it will 
appear that the complaints againſt him are well 

rounded : though he may be a good officer, he 
as proved a bad governor, ; | 


F II. 


